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WAYNE SHORT—who has observed birdlife in 
every state of the Union and most of the prov- 
inces of Canada. Formerly radio news commen- 
tator for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, now Execu- 
tive Assistant, National Audubon Society, in 
charge of Audubon Screen Tours and Audubon 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Ludlow 


S the point of this particular summary is to 

present the relative success of the nesting 
season, the question as to the cause of failure, if 
any, naturally arises. Oversimplification is all too 
easy and tends to be too common. Everybody 
now knows that unfavorable weather of various 
kinds is bad and may do damage, but very rarely 
to all different groups of birds in one Region. 
Naturally, the situation is exceedingly complex 
and full of paradoxes in that unfavorable weather 
blamed for a poor season in one area does not 
have a similar effect in an adjacent one. The 
writer is greatly favored by such excellent and 
detailed comments from certain regional editors 
that he cannot do better than single them out for 
special mention, urging interested readers to study 
them with care. 

1. The late and disrupted spring migration (for 
whatever local reason) caused a delayed nesting 
season, but not necessarily a poor one, 

2. A superb report from the South Texas Re- 
gion by Luther Goldman goes back to spring 
weather, and perhaps explains the disrupted and 
late northward migration. It goes on to show 
how harshly nature has dealt with southern Texas 
recently and how birds have been unfavorably 
affected. 

3. Dr. Lowery again discusses most competently 
the various causes for failure in the Gulf Coast, 
showing that unfavorable weather cannot be in- 
voked for everything. 

4. Note the hopelessly contradictory reports on 
the welfare of the Mourning Dove in some of the 
central states, and Mr. Mayfield’s comments on 
the Eastern Bluebird. 

5. Heavy rains, winds and high tides were 
bad for beach and marsh birds from New Jersey 
to South Carolina; White Pelicans were damaged 
by the hail storm in South Dakota; a detailed 
report of mortality after a tornado in Minnesota 
is given by Mr. Gunderson; some mortality in 
the Southwest was caused by drought and heat. 

6. Heat and drought in the Northwest Pacific 
and South Pacific caused serious forest fires and 
real loss of life to birds, the extent to be de- 
termined later. 

7. There was a marked invasion of southern 
water birds to southern California, for no appar- 
ent reason, including Red-billed Tropic-bird, 
Man-’o-war-bird, Black-bellied Tree-duck, Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron, Roseate Spoonbill, and an 
influx of Elegant Terns. 

8. Marked signs of an early fall migration were 
reported from eastern Massachusetts, the Appa- 
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lachians, and the far Southwest, details to be re- 
ported later. 

Pelagic Birds—No flight of any shearwater, 
jaeger or phalarope reported from either coast. 

Southern Herons.—No northern flight, except 
possibly in Ontario. Decrease of breeding birds 
in New Jersey; marked increase in Ohio, up to 
500 American Egrets in a day, perhaps explaining 
the Ontario birds. American and Snowy Egrets 
and Little Blue Heron now breeding in Oklahoma, 
Snowy nesting at 2 localities on Long Island, 
Dm Es 

Swans.—Four Trumpeters on Ruby Lake, Nev. 

Geese.—Success of program of introduction in 
Michigan and Minnesota; doing well in Montana. 

Waterfowl—Good season almost throughout 
the country; not so good in Michigan and Min- 
nesota, fair only in the Southwest because of se- 
vere drought. American Widgeon nesting in On- 
tario. Ring-necked Duck increasing as a nester in 
Ontario, and the first breeding record for eastern 
Massachusetts. 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Ruffed Grouse doing well 
in New England and the mountains of Virginia. 
Quail doing very well on Cape Cod, Mass., and 
in Oklahoma and Texas. 

Shorebirds—Heavy and early flight throughout 
the country, particularly the Northeast to New 
Jersey, northwestern Florida, Tennessee and Mis- 
sissippi, the central Rockies, and the coast of 
British Columbia and central California. Un- 
precedented early flight of Hudsonian Godwits to 
the New England coast. Heavy flight of Hud- 
sonian Curlew, New England to South Carolina. 
American Oyster-catcher, 7 in New Jersey in 
April, 2 nests in Maryland. Black-necked Stilt 
probably nested on Bull’s Island, S. C.; young 
seen. 

Cuckoos.—Local and scarce in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania; normal numbers in mountains of 
Virginia; an increase in Ontario, western New 
York, Illinois and Iowa. 

Passerine Birds.—Interesting population shifts 
between House and Bewick’s Wrens in the Appa- 
lachian Region; also Least and Traill’s Flycatch- 
ers. Be sure to read Dr. Brooks’ account. Ari- 
zona Crested Flycatcher, first record for Nevada. 
Bell’s Vireo increasing in Louisiana and Fort 
Worth, Tex. Cerulean Warbler nesting in north- 
ern New Jersey. Bobolink increasing westward 
with agriculture and migration; breeds in North- 
west Rockies and in New Mexico. Western 
Meadowlark now breeding eastward to Memphis. 
Tenn. The erratic Dickcissel continues to move 
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eastward, reversing the westward trend of 100 
to 80 years ago; now breeding in southern Penn- 
sylvania, and more commonly in Maryland, West 
Virginia, Tennessee and Mississippi; marked in- 
crease in Louisiana, Michigan and Minnesota. 
Evening Grosbeak, many young in the Province 
of Quebec: summering in the Adirondack Moun- 


tains, N. Y. Red Crossbill, summer records in 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, West Virginia and 
Oklahoma. A light July flight to the coast of 
Maine. Blue Grosbeak, having a nation-wide 
boom; nesting in almost every county in Mary- 
land, and increasing in Virginia, Tennessee. Ari- 
zona, and even in South Dakota. 


REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1951 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.— 
There was a prolonged cool spell in early June 
with 5 inches of rain up to June 19. June closed 
with a temperature defi- 
ciency of 9° and an 
excess of 1.4 inches of 
rain (near Boston). 
July was a very pleas- 
ant month with no 
searing heat and no 
serious drought as in 
recent years. 

The unfavorable 
weather of early June 
markedly interrupted 
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PORTLAND the breeding season. 
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haps to the nesting sea- 
son. In Cambridge my 
garden Catbirds ceased 
singing entirely and did not begin again until 
the end of the month. All noted a marked 
amount of late singing in July, which continued 
well into August. At Sears Point, Chatham, 
Mass., the usual pair of Common Yellowthroats 
brought off their first brood on Aug. 4. Mr. C. E. 
Clarke discovered an apparently nesting pair of 
White-eyed Vireos near Medford, Mass. (first case 
west or north of Boston in over 40 years), but 
the cold in early June broke this up and the birds 
disappeared. 

Gannet.—Unusually common all summer off 
Maine coast (Cruickshank and Arnett). 

Petrels—wWilson’s in good numbers off Cape 
Cod, poor off Maine (Arnett). No flight of 
shearwaters. 

Southern Herons—No flight this year. Few 
Am. Egrets, almost no Little Blue Herons, only 
1 Yellow-crowned Night Heron (Cape Cod, C. R. 
Mason). Snowy Egret at Nantucket on Aug. 9 
(Whittle, Heywood, Davis). 

Ducks.—Black and Wood Ducks had a good 
season. A summering pair of Green-winged Teal 
was at South Hanson swamp, Mass., for the sec- 
ond year in succession (S. Higginbotham). Ring- 
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necked Duck nest finally found at Great Meadows, 
Concord, Mass., as predicted. First Massachu- 
setts breeding record. Full details will be pub- 
lished separately later. An increasing number of 
cases where Hooded Merganser eggs are found 
in a box on top of Wood Duck eggs, the adults 
rarely seen. Nest found at Georgetown, Mass., 
this year; 8 young left on June 12. 

Bob-white——Great increase in last two mild 
winters, now common as ever on Cape Cod. 

Glossy Ibis—One at South Hanson swamp, 
June 30 (Ruth Emery, ef ai.). 

Shorebirds.—A truly spectacular July flight of 
adults, on Aug. 2 in the north and Aug. 11 on 
Cape Cod. Red Knot, 1200, Monomoy ( Aug. 4— 
LG), and over 3000 in a day on South Shore. 
Dowitchers, 6000 at Monomoy in one day (July 
20—LG). Lesser Yellow-legs. 960 at Newbury- 
port, Mass., July 25, and 22,000 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers the same day and place (Bob Smart, 
et al.). Hudsonian Godwit, first 4 adults at New- 
buryport, Aug. 8; at Monomoy a week later (Mrs. 
Fuller), 15 on July 29, 33 on Aug. 4, and flock 
of 41 adults, Aug. 6-11. Also Popham Beach, 
Me., Aug. 28 (Arnett and Crain). Further de- 
tails in fall summary. 

Phalaropes—Poor flight off Maine and Cape 
Cod. Wilson’s, Newburyport, July 25 (LG), 
Wiscasset, Me., Sept. 27 (Cruickshank). 

Jaegers.—No flight. 

Gulls and Terns.—Twenty-five pairs of Laugh- 
ing Gulls nested on Stratton Island, Me. (Gross). 
Two second-year adult Little Gulls were at New- 
buryport, July 25; 1 remained some time (LG and 
many others). A Royal Tern was found at 
Ipswich, Mass., July 6 (Wallace Bailey). 

Atlantic Murre.—Straggler off Hog Island, Me., 
June 29-Aug. 5, photographed (Cruickshank, Cad- 
bury and 50 others). First summer record for 
New England. 

Owls.—A Short-eared Owl is still on Nantucket 
(John Kieran). Barn Owls nested successfully at 
Ipswich, Belmont, and Lincoln, Mass., but failed 
to raise young at Belchertown, Mass. 

Swallows. — Rough-winged Swallow at Nan- 
tucket, Aug. 13 (John Kieran). Very poor spring 
flight of Barn Swallows; successful nesting season; 
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excellent flight, July-August. Good season for 
Purple Martins around Carver and Rock, Mass.: 
old colony returned to W. Kingston; new colony 
at N. Scituate, the first new one in Massachusetts 
since 1903. 

Lawrence’s Warbler—Adult male in Rhode Is- 
land, June 19 (Kraus); later seen feeding young. 

Blue Grosbeak.—Nantucket, June 1 (Heywood 
and Crane). 

Red Crossbill—On Mt. Greylock all June, sing- 
ing. Light flight arrived on Maine coast, second 
week of July; nest and young found on Aug. 14 
(Cruickshank).—LupLow GriscomM, Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Weath- 
er conditions throughout the nesting season were 
quite normal, with neither temperature nor rain- 
fall varying from the 
average of past years 
in most parts of this 
Region. Some areas 
reported abnormal 
rainfall in July, but 
this was caused by 
heavy showers, not by 
a prolonged period of 
rain. Nesting condi- 
tions were favorable. 

Herons.—As_ usual, 
Am. Egrets engaged 
in post-breeding wan- 
dering but instead of 
being broadly distrib- 
uted there were larger 
concentrations at few- 
er points and reports 
from the_ northern 
part of the Region were few. At Jones Beach, 
L. I., N. Y., the heron nesting colony consisted 
of 100 pairs of Black-crowned and 2 pairs of Yel- 
low-crowned Night Herons, with one pair of 
Snowy Egrets. Young were on all nests in late 
June (Komorowski). This is the second point 
on Long Island where Snowy Egrets have nested; 
the other was at Oak Beach. Other colonies of 
Black-crowned Night Herons were at Woodcliffe 
Lake, N. J., and on Patience Island, Montmagny 
Co., Que. (F. Hamel for the latter). The Am. 
Bittern nested in considerable numbers around 
Montreal, Que. 

Ducks—Black Ducks, Wood Ducks and Blue- 
winged Teal bred well near Cooperstown, N. Y., 
and the young were well-grown by June 3 (N. P. 
Hill). Blue-winged Teal bred at Pittsfield and 
at Deerfield, Mass.; at the latter location young 
were seen on July 9 (Weeks). The Blue-wings 
were late in breeding at Missisquoi Refuge, Vt. 
Wood Ducks showed some increase there (R.H. 
Minns). A pair of Gadwalls was seen at Egre- 
mont, Mass., on June 2 (Schumacher) and one 
was seen at Pittsfield, Mass., on Aug. 4 (S. A. 
Eliot). At Jones Beach, L. I., 52 adult Gadwalls 
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and 45 young were counted on June 26 (Sedwitz), 
not a very satisfactory ratio. Two pairs of Blue- 
winged Teal were at that place in June. Both 
Black and Wood Ducks were quite common at 
Monticello, N. Y. (K. D. Niven). On Aug. 8 
a @ Ring-necked Duck with 8 young was ob- 
served at Scott’s Bay near Pittsburg, N. H. 
(T. Richards, J. Lee). A @ Hooded Merganser 
with young was seen at Walpole, N. H., June 11 
(Brainard), and 2 young Am. Mergansers at 
Deerfield, Mass., Aug. 13 (SAE). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures are still 
pushing northward and are increasing in num- 
bers at the northern limit of their range; several 
were reported from western Massachusetts, and 
others in the Catskill Mountains and in Sullivan 
County, N. Y. Most reports indicate that the 
breeding hawks are growing scarcer each year, 
with only the Osprey holding its numbers, and 
that near the coast; 25 nests were counted at 
Orient, L. I. (J. J. Elliott), and a good popula- 
tion was reported on the New Jersey shore. The 
Peregrine nested again on the Sun Life Building 
in Montreal; 4 eggs were laid but no young were 
produced (C. H. Hall). At Springfield, Vt., a 
Pigeon Hawk was seen on June 1 and again on 
the 10th (T. S. Fillebrown). 

Gallinaceous Birds—Both Spruce and Ruffed 
Grouse did well at Seven Islands, Que. (M. Camp- 
bell). Ruffed Grouse in larger numbers than 
usual were seen about Mt. Mansfield, Vt. (Eliz- 
abeth Ball). A 50-acre tract at Wells River, Vt., 
produced 23 young Ruffed Grouse (W. P. Smith). 
In all, the Ruffed Grouse seem to have done 
pretty well. Two Bob-white were seen in Hub- 
bardston, Mass., June 29 (D. H. Crompton). 
Turkeys were again reported along the Delaware 
River in Sullivan Co., N. Y. (KDN). 

Rails, Gallinules and Coots—But few King 
Rails were reported; one with young was seen 
at the marsh-edge along the brackish North 
Shrewsbury River at Rumson, N. J. (Anna C. 
Hallock), and a few others were reported in New 
York and western Massachusetts. Virginia and 
Sora Rails were found in the Adirondacks and 
at Greenfield, Mass., but they were rather scarce. 
Near Schenectady, N. Y., a nest of a Virginia 
Rail with eggs was found on May 26 (Schenectady 
Bird Club). A pair of Florida Gallinules was 
seen at Newbury, Vt., from June 24 well into 
July (WPS); the only western Massachusetts re- 
ports were from the Berkshires. Young Am. Coots 
were out of the eggs by June 10 at Oakland, 
L. 1. ge). 

Shorebirds—Few reports of breeding Wood- 
cock or Wilson’s Snipe. The Upland Sandpipers 
try to hold to their traditional nesting grounds 
but in declining numbers except in Jefferson 
County, N. Y., where they showed an increase 
(J. B. Belknap). On Long Island some bred at 
Hicksville and 6 were found on their old tract, 
the Plains of Syosset (JJE, Costich). At the only 
known breeding ground in western Massachusetts, 
Agawam, 2 pairs were seen on June 21 but could 
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not be found on July | (SAE). A Ruff was re- 
ported at Jones Beach, L. I., June 26 (Sedwitz). 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers.—Two Bonaparte’s 
Gulls, rare in recent years in the Connecticut 
River valley, were seen at Northampton, Mass., 
Aug. 6 (SAE). On western Long Island, terns 
nested quite successfully. A count made at Short 
Beach on June 16 totaled 6 Roseate, 350 pairs of 
Common, 450 pairs of Least and 30 pairs of 
Black Skimmers (Bull); there was a smaller col- 
ony at Oak Beach. The count of Black Terns at 
Swanton, Vt., was much lower than in previous 
years, the reason probably being that the level 
of Lake Champlain was from 1 to 1% feet higher 
than average (EB). Seven Black Tern nests with 
eggs were found in the vicinity of Montreal (Bro. 
V. Gaboriault) and an adult with 2 young was 
caught at Sorel, Que., Aug. 11 (J. Normandin). 

Doves, Owls, Cuckoos——Mourning Doves were 
scarce in most sections. Barn Owls nested in a 
church steeple at Belchertown, Mass., but were 
unsuccessful in producing young. In South 
Hadley, Mass., a pair of these owls nested on one 
of the buildings of Mt. Holyoke College and suc- 
cessfully raised 4 young (SAE). Both cuckoos 
have been rather scarce, particularly the Black- 
billed. 

Flycatchers through Titmice—The Least Fly- 
catcher has been more abundant than usual 
throughout the Region. Olive-sided Flycatchers 
bred at Petersham, the only nesting site reported 
in Massachusetts this year except Mt. Greylock 
(DHC). Prairie Horned Larks were seen through- 
out the summer at Lomontville in the Catskills 
(John Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.) and at Monti- 
cello, N. Y. (KDN). A Gray Jay was seen at 
Madawaska Lake in the Adirondacks in early June 
(JJE), and an adult was reported seen near the 
summit of Mt. Greylock, Mass., on May 16 (A. E. 
Runk). The second local record of the Tufted 
Titmouse at Cooperstown, N. Y., was made on 
June 26 (NPH). 

Wrens.—Winter Wrens were rather common in 
the northern part of the Region (Seven Is., Que. 
—MC) but rather scarce in western New Eng- 
land and in New York. Carolina Wrens were 
seen at Lanesboro, Mass., on Aug. 12 (Vreeland) 
and at Schenectady, N. Y., from mid-April to 
July 15 (SBC). The breeding population of Long- 
billed Marsh Wrens at Walpole, N. H., has de- 
clined (Brainard), but numbers were found in 
both Greenfield and Deerfield, Mass., in July 
(SAE). These wrens bred rather commonly in 
the vicinity of Montreal (VG) and were reported 
as rather numerous in Vermont and in the Adiron- 
dacks; altogether there has been an_ increase. 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens were found at Deer- 
field, Mass., a new nesting locality (SAE); they 
were also at Hubbardston, Mass. (DHC), and 
2 pairs were near Quebec City throughout the 
summer. They are not common there. 

Mockingbirds, Thrushes, Shrikes—A Mocking- 
bird sang until mid-July at Freeport, L. 1., but 
there was no indication of breeding (JJE). At 


Cooperstown, N. Y., the Wood Thrush increased 
and has replaced about one-third of the breeding 
population of the Hermit Thrush at the lower 
elevations (NPH). There have been former re- 
ports of Hermit Thrushes summering in the New 
Jersey highlands but no nest has heretofore been 
found. This summer, at a point about 4 miles 
north of the Delaware Water Gap in the Kitta- 
tinny Mountains, a pair of Hermit Thrushes and 
a nest with eggs were found. A broader survey 
of the area disclosed several other thrushes but 
no additional nests were found (Urner Ornith. 
Club). There have been an unusual number of 
Loggerhead Shrikes reported; one at Northampton, 
Mass., June 5 (DHC); 3 at Weybridge, Vt., June 
23 and 24 (WPS); and 2 at Swanton, Vt., June 15 
(EB, Marion Smith). 

Warblers.—At about the top of Mt. Tom which 
is near Northampton, Mass., a Worm-eating 
Warbler sang from May 16 to 26; on June 27 
a pair was seen there whose behavior strongly 
suggested eggs or young in close proximity (SAE, 
R. D. Edwards); could this have been confirmed 
it would have been the first breeding record for 
this bird in Massachusetts east of Berkshire Coun- 
ty. A Blue-winged Warbler was feeding young 
at Northampton, July 2 (DHC). A Lawrence’s 
Warbler was reported at Mansfield, Conn., June 3. 
At Ramsey, N. J., a Golden-winged mated with 
a 2 Lawrence’s, 4 young were hatched, all were 
banded (Mrs. J. Y. Dater). The breeding Black- 
throated Green Warblers at Cooperstown, N. Y., 
have been reduced to one-tenth the number found 
last year; the Blackburnian increased and fitted 
into the niches vacated by the other (NPH). A 
Cerulean Warbler was found at Greenbrook near 
Alpine, N. J., on May 15 (A. Linz) and on May 
26 the 9 was seen building a nest (Mrs. 
JYD and others); this species nested at the 
same place last year. An Oven-bird was seen 
feeding 2 cowbirds at Ramsey, N. J., Aug. 7 
(AER). A Kentucky Warbler ¢ was at East- 
hampton, Mass., Aug. 13 and 14 (Riedel) and 
Yellow-breasted Chats were reported breeding in 
two areas in western Massachusetts: Longmeadow 
and Sheffield. Two pairs of Hooded Warblers 
bred in the eastern Catskills at Lomontville 
(JBNHC). 

Orioles through Sparrows.—A pair of Baltimore 
Orioles was seen at St. Augustin, Portneuf Co., 
Que., June 24 (F. Hamel); this is about the 
northern limit of the bird’s range. Throughout 
the Region Brown-headed Cowbirds were re- 
ported in larger numbers than in years past. A 
Cardinal was seen at Ashley Falls, Mass., July 30 
(Bailey). Records of Evening Grosbeaks are 
numerous; on June 21 one was seen at Charles- 
bourg, Que., and on July 28 and every day since, 
8 to 10 adults and young have settled there (R. 
Cayouette). A flock was reported at La Tuque, 
Champlain Co., Que., about June 15 (Gobeil). 
On the Peribonka River, near Lake St. John, Que., 
a banded bird was caught on July 28 (Jean-Paul 
Murdock). During July young grosbeaks were 
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regular visitors at several feeding stations in 
Saranac Lake Village, N. Y. (G. M. Meade). 
A surprising Evening Grosbeak was at a feed- 
ing station at Ramsey, N. J., June 6 and 7 
(AER). Purple Finches are known breeders in 
the highlands of New Jersey but for the past few 
years nests have been recorded from lower ele- 
vations. At Ramsey adults were first found feed- 
ing young on May 31; after that numbers in- 
creased and on July 22 a total of 31 adults and 
young were counted. On July 29 they were busily 
engaged in feeding on Japanese beetles (AER). 
A Pine Grosbeak ¢ was seen at Pittsfield, Mass.. 
July 31 (Schumacher). Grasshopper and Hen- 
slow’s Sparrows were numerous in the vicinity 
of Bristol, Vt. On Sugarloaf Mountain near 
Northampton, Slate-colored Juncos nested at an 
elevation of only 650 feet, unusually low for that 
latitude (SAE). Tudor Richards found 6 pairs 
of Lincoln’s Sparrows near Clarksville in north- 
ern New Hampshire on July 11. At Seven Is- 
lands, Que., Fox Sparrows arrived on May 16 
and were present during the breeding season 
(MC).—CHARLEs K. NICHOLS, American Museum 
of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—— 
Heavy rain and wind storms in the northern part 
of the region during June and July destroyed un- 
told numbers of 
nests of song 
birds. High tides 
all along the 

coast played hav- 
—<iap iS ‘ oc with nesting 


salt marsh and 
beach birds. In 
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the northern sec- 
tion _ successful 
nests were few 
onFrouk On the Virginia 
coast many birds 
were successful 
with their second 
effort. 

Grebes—A _ Pied-billed Grebe with 5 young 
was Observed at Carlisle, Pa., May 30, by Forrest 
Grimm; broods of 3 and 2 were recorded at Tren- 
ton, N. J., June 17, by Frank McLaughlin; and a 
young bird was seen at Lake Roland, near Balti- 
more, where breeding records are few, by Charles 
Buchanan on June 15. T. A. Imhof saw a 
Horned Grebe at Edgewood, Md., July 17, and 
R. E. Stewart observed one at Ocean City, Md., 
July 8. 

Herons.—Herons seem to have suffered a 
marked decrease along the Delaware River Valley. 
Night Herons failed to occupy a colony of long 
standing near Merchantville, N. J. Coastal col- 
onies appeared about normal. One at Island 
Beach, N. J., had on June 17 4 Great Blues, 
30 Am. Egrets, 10 Snowy Egrets (farthest north 
breeding point in the State), 20 Little Blues, 20 
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Green Herons, 40 Black-crowned and i0 Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons (FM). Evan Thomas 
found 2 Yellow-crowned Night Heron nests on 
July 8 near Camp Hill, Pa. Several pairs of 
Great Blue Herons apparently bred on the Gun- 
powder River, Md.; and Least Bitterns were quite 
abundant (TAI). Late in June W. F. Rountrey 
discovered by plane a rookery of Great Blues and 
Am. Egrets covering several acres in Norfolk 
County, Va. A Least Bittern was seen at Hatton, 
Va., on July 22 (Charles E. Stevens, Jr.). A 
small colony of 6 nests of Black-crowned Night 
Herons, with young on June 15, was found at 
Danville, Va., by Charles Wills. This is the first 
breeding record for Piedmont, Virginia. A Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron was noted in Rock Creek 
Park, D. C., by E. G. Davis on July 8. About 
1500 herons, mostly Snowy Egrets, but including 
fair numbers of Am. Egrets, Little Blue Herons, 
and Louisiana Herons, occurred regularly on 
Chincoteague Refuge, Va., during late July and 
August, attracted by extensive areas of shallow 
water, a result of very low rainfall (E. O. Mel- 
linger). 

Geese and Ducks.—Quite a number of Brant 
were found all summer along the Jersey coast, 
and 1 was seen at Westville, N. J., June 12 (FM). 
One seen off South Point, Md., July 6, is a first 
summer record (J. H. Buckalew). Mallards nest- 
ed at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, Va. (WFR). 

Birds of Prey —Two nests of Red-tailed Hawks 
were found in Salem Co., N. J., on March 21; 
1 at Taylor’s Bridge, Del., on March 31; and 1 
at Bombay Hook, Del., on April 14 (E. J. Rei- 
mann). Out of several Bald Eagle sites in south 
Jersey only one successful nesting has been re- 
ported: 1 young raised from a nest at Cape May, 
N. J. (W. B. Wright). An Osprey at Warren, 
Albemarle Co., Va., on July 9 is surprising 
(CES). A Peregrine Falcon again nested on the 
Philadelphia City Hall, 3 eggs being laid, the 
first on March 12, 2 later disappearing and the 
bird deserting. A Barred Owl, nesting in the town 
of Woodbury, N. J., raised at least 1 young, which 
was seen on May 8 by William Middleton. 

Rails to Shorebirds—Despite heavy nesting 
losses early in the season, Clapper Rails in the 
Chincoteague, Va., area were very successful in 
their second nesting attempt; R. E. Stewart banded 
742 between July 20 and Aug. 31 in the marshes 
along the Chincoteague Causeway. Virginia Rails 
and Florida Gallinules occupied the marshes of 
Gunpowder River in the usual abundance, but no 
King Rails were seen (TAI). Two Florida Galli- 
nules were seen at Carlisle, Pa., on May 31 and 
an adult with 2 dark young on June 22 (H. C. 
Grimm); 1 with 4 young and an Am. Coot with 
4 young were seen at Trenton, N. J., June 17 
(FM). A high count of 7 Am. Oyster-catchers, 
possibly breeding birds, was noted near Tucker- 
ton, N. J., by W. R. Whitworth on April 8; and 
2 pairs nested on islands off South Point, Md. 
(JHB, RES). Two Wilson’s Plovers were ob- 
served in courtship on May 24 at West Ocean 
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City, Md. (EGD, et al.). Woodcocks seem to 
be holding their own in the Gunpowder River 
area, 5 being heard from one spot in March and 
| seen at dawn on July 18 (TAI). A high count 
of 300 Hudsonian Curlews was made in the 
Ocean City, Md., region on May 12; and a count 
of 252 on Aug. 11 by Stevens in the Cobb Island, 
Va., region. Stewart discovered a roost of about 
1000 Hudsonian Curlews at Chincoteague, Va., 
these large numbers being present from mid-July 
to mid-August. Breeding Willets were at least 
three times as numerous as last year in the Chin- 
coteague area. Buckalew and Stewart saw at least 
1000 Dowitchers at Oyster, Va., Aug. 8; and 
Stewart’s banding records show totals of 198 
Western Sandpipers and 883 Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers at Chincoteague, July 25 to Aug. 31. 

Gulls and Terns—Laughing Gulls were not 
quite so successful as last year in the Cobb Island, 
Va., area, but a colony of 15 pairs (first breed- 
ing record for the State) was found on Robins 
Marsh, Chincoteague Bay, Md. (JHB, RES), to- 
gether with a record population of 700 pairs of 
Forster's Terns. Gull-billed Terns continued to 
increase in Chincoteague Bay, Md., with about 25 
pairs nesting on islands off South Point (JHB, 
RES). A Caspian Tern was seen along the Gun- 
powder River, Md., from July 10 to Aug. 1 
(TAI), and 1 at Cobb Island, Md., on June 9 
(J. W. Taylor). 

Cuckoos to Swallows—A marked scarcity of 
both cuckoos was reported from all points around 
Philadelphia. In central and eastern Maryland 
and southeastern Pennsylvania the Yellow-bill was 
exceedingly late (not before mid-June) and the 
Black-bill exceedingly scarce. During the breed- 
ing season Chuck-will’s-widows were found in 3 
locations in Cape May County, N. J., by N. J. 
McDonald. More reports of Red-headed Wood- 
peckers came from the Washington area than 
usual. Acadian Flycatchers occurred in Gloucester 
and Salem Counties, N. J., during the breeding 
season, which is unusual. Traill’s Flycatcher con- 
tinues to spread, being found in several new lo- 
cations; a nest with young was found at Palmyra, 
N. J., by Mrs. Harvey Moore. This species was 
also discovered in late June at 7 localities in 
Carroll and Frederick Counties, Md., the first 
summer occurrences in Maryland east of the Alle- 
gheny Plateau (C. S. Robbins, RES). Mrs. Alice 
Kaestner found a nest of the Least Flycatcher at 
Lake Roland, Baltimore County, Md., which is 
the second recent nesting record for the area. 
The Washington region had two reports of Olive- 
sided Flycatchers on May 12, 1 by P. A. DuMont 
and others, and 1 at Seneca, Md. (C. N. Mason, 
et al.). The Prairie Horned Lark nested for the 
second year at Danville, Va., at the southern edge 
of the State, 5 young having been found on May 
10 (R. Lyle). Two nests of the Tree Swallow 
were found in the Gunpowder River area (TAI). 

Wrens to Gnatcatchers—The Bewick’s Wren 
bred at Arlington, Va., an adult and young being 
still present on Aug. 15 (R. R. Kerr et al.). At 


Sandbridge, near Norfolk, Va., where its breeding 
has long been suspected, John Grey found 5 sing- 
ing Short-billed Marsh Wrens in June and July, 
and Rountrey found a young bird in July. Mock- 
ingbirds continue to increase in the Philadelphia 
region, with 6 occupied nests in the neighborhood 
of Collingswood and Haddonfield, N. J. (FM). 
Twelve singing Veeries were counted in Rock 
Creek Park on July 7 (A. H. Fast, Ralph Law- 
rence), and 1 at Silver Spring, Md., June 27 
(J. H. Fales). Imhof saw several pairs of Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers in oak woods near Edgewood, 
Md. 

Vireos and Warblers—J. Westbrook and Lyle 
made a very remarkable record when they found 
the nest of a Solitary (Mountain) Vireo with 
young leaving the nest on May 17, at Danville, 
Va. This is the first breeding record in Virginia 
away from the mountains. E. D. Peacock saw 
a Philadelphia Vireo at Pine Ridge, Va., May 12. 
Five singing Blue-winged Warblers were found in 
northwest York Co., Pa., June 20 (CSR). An 
extraordinarily late Black-poll Warbler was seen 
in Rock Creek Park on June 27 (JHF, F. C. 
Cross). A stray Yellow-throated Warbler singing 
at Alesia, Carroll Co., Md., 50 miles beyond the 
normal range, June 21, could not be found 3 
days later (CSR). On June 20 in a nine-hour 
walk in a low mountain range (1200 to 1500 
feet) east of the Blue Ridge in Albemarle Co., 
Va., Stevens counted 180 Red-eyed Vireos, 25 
Worm-eating, 5 Black-throated Green, and 37 
Cerulean Warblers, all singing males. 

Blackbirds to Sparrows.—Stevens found a very 
late Red-wing nest at Hatton, Va., with young and 
1 egg on Aug. 4. A Western Meadowlark, dis- 
covered by Charles Rogers near Mt. Holly, N. J., 
on June 3, occupied the same field all summer, 
being seen and heard by many observers. Five 
Red Crossbills found near Chatsworth, N. J., in 
the pine barrens, by Edward Marx on July 7, may 
have been a family group. The Pine-woods 
(Bachman’s) Sparrow was found breeding south 
of Alexandria, Va. (J. E. Johnson, et al.). The 
most interesting item from Piedmont Maryland 
has been the increase of Dickcissels in the Dicker- 
son-Buckeystown area, with a count of 17 in one 
day by R. J. Beaton. Robbins and others saw 
a pair in York Co., Pa. There are now summer 
records of Blue Grosbeaks for practically every 
Maryland county.—JULIAN K. PoTTER, 437 Park 
Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 
6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION 
(Carolina area).—The past spring was dry and 
hot over the area as a whole. A rainfall defi- 
ciency of 11.64 inches, and a temperature excess 
of 409 degrees for the first seven months of the 
year at Charlotte, N. C., is indicative. Reports 
are too meager to judge the effect upon birdlife 
except in the specific case at Lumberton. 
Herons and Ibises——At Lennon’s Marsh, Lum- 


285 















@5° cae berton, N. C.. 
tucky 4 

KEN — the heron and 

i, ‘J ibis colony suf- 
, 

TENNESSES - fered near total 


destruction dur- 
the last part of 
the season due 
to drying up of 
the protecting 
water, permit- 
ting predators 
—thought to be 
coons, _princi- 
pally —to_ raid 
the islands. The White Ibis population in this 
colony, in the order of 1000 birds, was almost 
completely destroyed or driven off. These ibises 
nest later than the Little Blues in this area and 
only the early nesters escaped the drought. By 
the end of June only 20 White Ibises were found 
in the 11,000 acre marsh (Stephens). Paul Sturm, 
Manager of the Cape Romain Nat'l. Wildlife 
Refuge, McClellanville, S. C., reports that 150 
Snowy Egrets, 150 Louisiana Herons, and 75 
Little Blue Herons were produced on that refuge: 
200 Wood Ibises and 75 White Ibises also used 
the refuge but did not nest there. 

Ducks, Hawks.—At Rocky Mount, N. C., 2 
male and 3 female Lesser Scaup appeared on the 
City Lake on June 14 (Joyner). The latest pre- 
vious date at this place was May 5. Also at 
Rocky Mount, Sparrow Hawks reared a_ brood 
on the roof of a bank building in the heart of 
the town. The first young left the nest on June 
15 (Joyner). 

Turkeys, Shorebirds—Paul Sturm writes as fol- 
lows concerning breeding at Cape Romain Wild- 
life Refuge this summer: “A Turkey hen was seen 
on several occasions with 20 young. It was be- 
lieved to be two flocks but only the single hen 
was seen. Black-necked Stilts were observed most 
of the summer on Bull’s Island. No nest could be 
found although the birds acted as if they were 
nesting. Immature Black-necked Stilts were found 
on Cape Island on June 9 and July 18. On Aug. 
28, 125-150 Hudsonian Curlews were observed in 
one group. They were very numerous this sum- 
mer, with an estimated number of 500 using the 
refuge. They were last seen during the latter part 
of May and returned during the latter part of 
June. The first nesting of shorebirds was again 
washed out by high May tides, but 150 Am. 
Oyster-catchers and 100 Willets were raised on 
Cape Romain Refuge.” 
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Gulls and Terns.—At the Pea Island Refuge. 


Manteo, N. C., the breeding season was about 
average. The Laughing Gull colony showed some 
increase over last year. About 325 young gulls 
were banded this season. The colony of Royal 
Terns had left the reservation, possibly for neigh- 
boring islands (Davis). One hundred and fifty 
Laughing Gulls, 10,000 Royal Terns, 300 Least 
Terns, 100 Cabot’s Terns, and 400 Black Skim- 
mers were produced at Cape Romain Refuge. 
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At Zimmerman’s Lake, Spartanburg, S. C., Can- 
non and Correll watched a Black Tern at length 
on May 30 and again on June 23. This bird is 
definitely uncommon so far from the coast in 
this area. 

Ground Dove—On Aug. 13 a Ground Dove 
was watched while it built a nest in a palmetto 
tree, 25 to 27 feet above the ground on the Isle 
of Palms near Charleston, S. C. These small 
doves formerly nested in wax myrtles and scrub 
oaks that bordered the sand dunes on this island, 
but a recent housing project has removed this 
growth and left only a few tall palmettoes (Sabal 
Palmetto). This nest was built in a fold of a 
green leaf. The height was estimated by compar- 
ing it with the ridge of a two-story house a few 
yards away (B. R. Chamberlain). 

Larks—The Horned Larks that were found 
breeding at Columbia, S. C., were not seen this 
summer. However, Horned Larks were found 
feeding young at the airport at Greenville, S. C. 
(D. A. Tillinghast). 

Warblers—Near Albemarle, N. C.. on the Yad- 
kin River, a male Prothonotary Warbler was seen 
feeding young on June 23 (Trott). To date, this 
is the western limit reported in North Carolina. 
In South Carolina they bred again near Columbia. 
A Worm-eating Warbler was captured on June 17 
at Greensboro, N. C., when it flew into the screen- 
ing of a porch. It was released after study, ap- 
parently uninjured. 

At Charlotte, N. C., after two seasons of ob- 
serving singing males, a Song Sparrow was 
watched feeding a fledgling over a 35-minute 
period in a garden within the city limits on July 
18 (N. A. Chamberlain). The breeding range of 
this sparrow is moving southward. It has been 
found nesting in Greensboro and Statesville, N. C.. 
for several years. These places are 80 and 50 
miles, respectively, north and northeast of Char- 
lotte.—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Cool, wet weather characterized the early part 
of the summer in the lower Great Lakes area. 
but July and the 
first half of August 
were nearly  nor- 
mal. The linger- 
ing of certain late- 
spring migrants in 
the lower part of 
this region (Olive- 
sided Flycatcher. 
Oak Orchard, N. 
Y., June 10; Rud- 
dy Turnstone, Port 
Britain. Ont., June 
17). and young 
Barn Swallows 
(C helt enham. 

“J Ont... Aug. I1) 
and young Cliff Swallows (Haliburton Dist., above 
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Norland, Ont., Aug. 15) still in the nest at late 
dates helped suggest retarded nesting. Lake On- 
tario level remained high, although below that of 
May, which came within part of an inch of the 
all-time record. 

Herons, Ducks—A major northward flight of 
Am. Egrets (19 at St. Luke’s Marsh, Lake St. 
Clair, early August, Eugene Hueglin), including 
some Little Blue Herons, seemed to be shaping up 
toward the close of the season. Previously un- 
reported nesting stations for Am. Widgeon in 
Ontario were Nikip Lake, 200 miles north of 
Sioux Lookout (2 broods seen in August by Dis- 
trict Biologist A. Cringan) and Mud Lake, in the 
Niagara Peninsula (parents with 8 young seen 
on June 6 by Melbarg and Griffin). This duck 
has nested at Toronto and Leith since 1934. Re- 
flecting the increase and range expansion of Ring- 
necked Ducks in southern Ontario were 19 broods 
(112 young) counted on Conroy’s Marsh, north 
Hastings Co., in late July by Biologist H. G. 
Lumsden. 

Vultures, Woodcock, Gulls.— Evidence of 
further range expansion of Turkey Vultures came 
from Marmora (2, July 14, D. Beacham), Buck- 
horn Lake (2, July 21, Dr. Robert Box) and 
Mississagua Lake (2, June, Wm. W. Smith), in 
southern Ontario, and from Whitefish Lake, south- 
west of Port Arthur (1, June 16, D. Muir, Rich- 
ard Robinson, A. Cringan), in western Ontario. 
The latter marked the second occurrence for the 
Lakehead. All four places lie somewhat beyond 
the known nesting areas of the species. The first 
record of Am. Woodcock west of the Lakehead 
in the province (except “once” at Kenora by 
Leslie S. Paterson) was a specimen received at 
ROMZ from F. M. MacMillan, taken at Emo, 
July 6. And the second Canadian observation of 
the Black-headed Gull was made at Toronto by 
G. W. North (Aug. 1) and J. A. Crosby (Aug. 
10). It was a subadult. Mr. North had seen an 
adult at Hamilton, Aug. 8, 1935. The only 
other Great Lakes record was an immature de- 
tected at Grand Island, Niagara River, N. Y., 
Dec. 26, 1949 (E. L. Seeber). This gull, and to 
some extent the Lesser Black-backed Gull, seems 
to be following the pattern of the Little Gull, 
which, during the past 30 years, has been turning 
up rarely, but more and more regularly, among 
Bonaparte’s Gulls along our Atlantic coastline and 
around the lower Great Lakes. The Black-headed 
Gull was first identified in North America in 
Massachusetts in 1930; the Lesser Black-backed 
Gull in New Jersey, 1934. Better binoculars and 
bird literature, along with a tremendous improve- 
ment in the number and caliber of observers, dur- 
ing the past 30 years, may be advanced as reason- 
able explanations for the growing list of American 
records of these three Old World gulls. 

Cuckoos, Woodpeckers, Swallows—A nest of 
the Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found in June at 
Arden, north Frontenac Co., Ont. (R. W. 
Trowern). This place coincides approximately 
with the northern breeding limits of the species 


in eastern Ontario. Cuckoos of both species 
seemed to be rather uncommonly prevalent in the 
southern part of this region during the summer 
and it is suggested that the widespread outbreaks 
of the Forest Tent Caterpillar may have caused 
the birds to appear more conspicuous than usual. 
Practically gone as a breeding bird of the lower 
part of this region is the Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
here at the northern extremity of its range. The 
presence of at least 2 in June in Ekfrid Twp., 
Middlesex Co., Ont. (F. Helleiner), therefore, 
was a matter of some interest. Prof. William C. 
and Mrs. Baker established a northern record for 
the Barn Swallow when they saw one at Coch- 
rane, July 13. Suggested explanations for the re- 
duction in the number of colonies of Cliff Swal- 
lows along the southern edge of this region, in 
recent years, has been advanced by Keith Rey- 
nolds. It is his contention that the usurping of 
their nests by House Sparrows, as well as the in- 
novation of “metal barns and periodic coats of 
paint,” have been prime factors in causing the 
disappearance of these birds from a great many 
rural areas. 

Wrens, Catbird—Lenna reported the Carolina 
Wren nesting at Point Abino, in the Niagara Pen- 
insula, May 26. And two records of the Short- 
billed Marsh Wren at, or about at, its northern 
limit, came from Ian Halladay (2 pairs, about 
July 1, Ko-ko-ko Lake, north of Bear Island, 
Temagami) and from the Bakers (Thistle Twp., 
Nipissing Dist., July 15). The Bakers also noted 
a Catbird at Moose Factory, July 5. 

Warblers, Blackbirds, Finches—Bernie Nathan, 
Ed. Seeber and Winston Brockner counted 12 
Blue-winged Warblers, May 30, at Taylor Hollow, 
Versailles, N. Y. (north of Gowanda). The sec- 
ond observation of Lawrence’s Warbler in On- 
tario, first at Toronto, came from William W. 
Smith (Highland Creek, mid-May). Dr. G. M. 
Stirrett, Dominion Wildlife Officer for Ontario, 
had previously identified one in Leeds County, 
June 20, 1947. The singing Hooded Warbler at 
Donalda Woods, Toronto, June 24 (Fred Bods- 
worth) marked the second Toronto summer oc- 
currence (other, 1947). The same observer es- 
tablished the only Canadian nesting record in 
Elgin Co., Ont., (1949). Bobolinks have reached 
Moose Factory, as the Bakers saw 2 males and 
a female there, July 8 (2 males, July 5). They 
also saw an Indigo Bunting at or near its northern 
limit (Latchford, July 14).—JAmMes L. BAILLIE, 
Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, 100 Queen's 
Park, Toronto. 


APPALACHIAN REGION .—After a cool, moist 
June, the summer in the Appalachian Region 
turned hot and dry. Some areas experienced 
drought which stunted corn, and affected other 
crops. At Pittsburgh, the August of 1951 was 
the second driest on record, only .51 in. of rain- 
fall being measured. Due, perhaps, to a late 
spring and wet June, nestings of many bird 
species were unusually late. 
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In contrast to last summer, food for wildlife 
is not nearly so lush this season. 
Wild grapes, flowering dogwood, 
and other fruit-bearing shrubs 
and vines have light or spotty 
crops. Beech and oak mast is 
unevenly distributed, some areas 
having very little. It would ap- 
pear that wintering birds will 
not have a great abundance of 
food, and we may miss the huge 
flocks of robins which wintered 
last year. 

We seem to be in the midst 
of a major shift in Bewick’s 
Wren and House Wren popula- 
tions. For a good many years 
these birds followed a pattern in 
the central Appalachian Region. 
Wrens were common to abundant on 

















Bewick’s 
ridges, even to the higher mountain tops, while 
House Wrens kept pretty much to the broader riv- 
er valleys. During recent years House Wrens have 
invaded mountain counties, while Bewick’s Wrens 
have appeared in increasing numbers in the lower, 


warmer areas. This year House Wrens nested 
under dense spruce at 4445 feet elevation atop 
Gaudineer Knob, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 
Members of the Brooks Bird Club attending the 
foray in Tucker County, W. Va., in June reported 
House Wrens common above 3000 feet, and Be- 
wick’s Wrens surprisingly scarce. At Huntington, 
W. Va., R. M. Edeburn found more Bewick’s 
Wrens than House Wrens in the hot Ohio Valley. 
W. C. Legg reported that at Mount Lookout, 
W. Va., where until recently House Wrens were 
unknown, these birds were common and Bewick’s 
scarce. On the other hand, House Wrens continue 
to spread southward into Tennessee. 

The constantly shifting pattern of breeding bird 
populations is demonstrated by many other species 
as well. Least and Traill’s Flycatchers, Solitary 
(Mountain) Vireos, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, and 
Henslow’s, Savannah, and Song Sparrows are ap- 
pearing constantly at more southern stations, or 
at lower elevations. Black Vultures, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers, White-eyed Vireos, Prairie and 
Cerulean Warblers, and Pine-woods (Bachman’s) 
Sparrows are definitely becoming more common 
northward. After a lapse of some seventy-five 
years, Dickcissels are appearing in some numbers 
east of the Appalachian ranges. Blue Grosbeaks 
are undergoing a general spread northward and 
westward. 

A striking feature of the late summer has been 
the unusually early appearance of certain mi- 
grants. At Morgantown, W. Va., M. T. Hundley 
found a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher on Aug. 18. 
At Wheeling, W. Va., G. H. Breiding noted a 
Red-breasted Nuthatch on Aug. 19 and a Canada 
Warbler on Aug. 22. Common Nighthawks be- 
gan their flights through the Appalachian valleys 
a week or so before they normally appear in 
numbers. 
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Loons through Ducks—The effect on water 
birds of artificial lakes, farm ponds, and beaver 
dams in the Appalachian Region becomes in- 
creasingly apparent. In Canaan Valley, Tucker 
County, W. Va., W. R. DeGarmo found an adult 
Pied-billed Grebe with one young on June 10. 
This is, so far as the writer is aware, the first 
record from the higher West Virginia mountains. 
The summer was a poor one for “white” herons. 
A single Am. Egret was noted by the writer and 
a group of students along Potts Creek, Craig 
County, Va., on June 26. A Black-crowned Night 
Heron in Canaan Valley on June 10 (F. R. Scott) 
was unusual. 

Highly gratifying is a steady increase in nesting 
Black and Wood Ducks, Mallards and Blue-winged 
Teal. The Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
several State Conservation Commissions have 
long-range plans for increasing waterfowl breed- 
ing and resting areas in the Appalachian Region. 
When these are brought to fruition, this area will 
be “duckless” no longer. 

Vultures, Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds —A Black 
Vulture, rare west of Allegheny Backbone, was 
noted in Canaan Valley on June 10 (WRDeG). 
At Lexington, Va., Sparrow Hawks nesting within 
the residence of J. J. Murray succeeded in raising 
two young. Red-shouldered Hawks appeared in 
greater than usual numbers in the Morgantown 
area. Ruffed Grouse, wild Turkeys, and Bob- 
whites seem to have had highly successful nesting 
seasons. Spread of scattered Ring-necked Phea- 
sants onto the Allegheny Tableland is noteworthy. 
One was seen by Wayne Davis along the Black- 
water River, Tucker Co., W. Va., on June 9, 
and one near Terra Alta, Preston Co., W. Va., by 
the writer on July 18. Two individuals were 
found by C. S. Robbins in Washington County, 
Md. 


Rails, Gallinules and Coot.—A King Rail, with 
young, was noted by H. C. Dahl at Point Pleas- 
ant, W. Va., on June 6. V. P. McLaughlin found 
a brood of Virginia Rails in northeastern Ohio on 
July 25. These, not common in West Virginia, 
were seen at Canaan Valley by Scott, and in Ma- 
son County, W. Va., by H. C. Rucker. Both this 
species and Soras were in good numbers in the 
Youngstown, Ohio area (VPM). Am. Coots were 
notably scarce, as were Florida Gallinules. None 
of the former summered at suitable lakes in north- 
eastern Ohio, and only one brood of the latter was 
found. One Am. Coot was seen near Parsons, 
W. Va., on June 8 (WRDeG). 


Shorebirds, Terns——According to McLaughlin, 
conditions for shorebirds were poor throughout 
most of the summer in northeastern Ohio. The 
first group arrived on July 10, with Western. 
Least and Stilt Sandpipers, and Dowitchers pres- 
ent. Black-bellied Plovers arrived on Aug. 12. 
and Golden Plovers on Aug. 19. Woodcock and 
Wilson’s Snipe had a good year. At Lexington. 
Va., a Solitary Sandpiper on July 6 (JJM) was 
early. The same observer collected a Western 
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Sandpiper on July 6, the earliest date for the 
Lexington area. W. S. Clarke, Jr., reported a 
number of Upland Sandpipers summering in the 
State College, Pa., region. Caspian Terns showed 
up at Berlin Lake, Ohio, on Aug. 18 (VPM). 

Cuckoos through Woodpeckers.—After the low 
population of two years ago, cuckoos are again in 
normal numbers, at least in many parts of the 
region. They were reported as scarce in western 
Maryland. Barn Owls nested on the campus of 
Pennsylvania State College (Merrill Wood). An 
adult Saw-whet Owl at Wolf Swamp in Western 
Maryland in late May, and a fully-grown young 
on June 16, constitute the second Maryland breed- 
ing record for the species (CSR, R. E. Stewart, 
et al.). Throughout the Appalachian Region 
Common Nighthawks seem more and more to be 
adopting urban nesting sites. In the Youngstown, 
Ohio, section, McLaughlin reported 8 or 10 pairs 
of Pileated Woodpeckers. The same observer re- 
ported Red-headed Woodpeckers as more com- 
mon than for the last twenty years. 

Flycatchers through Waxwings.—Traill’s Fly- 
catchers are now nesting within the city limits of 
Morgantown at elevations under 1000 feet. Least 
Flycatchers are in more than usual numbers in 
the same locality, and were noted at Wheeling 
(where they were previously unknown in summer) 
on June 22 (GHB). An unusual flight of Purple 
Martins reached Morgantown in August. One 
flock was estimated to contain over 3600 birds 
(MFH), and a second had about 1400. The 
flocks roosted in the same localities for two weeks. 
A Brown Creeper in Center County, Pa., on June 
23 (WSC) was unusual for the area. Three sing- 
ing Short-billed Marsh Wrens at Clear Spring, 
Washington County, Md., on June 17, were be- 
lieved to be migrants (CSR). Apparently these 
birds are fairly common in Canaan Valley, W. Va. 

The northward spread of Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers is attested by records from State Col- 
lege, Pa. (WSC), and from Warren, Pa., where 
H. E. Johnson noted parents feeding young on 
July 18. This is the first evidence of the breed- 
ing of this species in Warren County. Cedar 
Waxwings, absent from the Knoxville, Tenn., re- 
gion during many summers, were abundant this 
year (J. C. Howell). 

Vireos and Warblers—A White-eyed Vireo at 
State College, Pa., on June 23 (WSC) is the first 
Center County record for the species. Swainson’s 
Warblers were present in good numbers in central 
and southern West Virginia. A Worm-eating 
Warbler, not previously known to breed in the 
area, was seen feeding young at Knoxville, Tenn., 
in June (JCH). A single Brewster’s Warbler, first 
for the area, was noted near Warren, Pa., on May 
26 and June 21 (HEJ). The first West Virginia 
nesting of the Nashville Warbler was established 
by George Harrison on Canaan Mountain, June 
16. On May 30 the first Maryland nest of this 
species was found in Garrett Co. (CSR, RES). 
Both finds will be reported in detail elsewhere. 
For the second straight year a group of Buffalo, 


N. Y., observers, with the help of Miss Serena 
Dandridge, was able to locate a singing Sutton’s 
Warbler near Shepherdstown, W. Va. Robert E. 
Stewart found 3 ¢ Blackburnian Warblers at 
Cunningham Falls, Frederick Co., Md., on June 
27; this is the first summer record for the Catoctin 
Mountain area. A Pine Warbler near Wheeling 
on June 22 was unusual (GHB). 

Bobolinks, Finches and Sparrows.—Late in the 
last century Thaddeus Surber reported a Bobolink 
in summer near White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 
Since this constitutes the farthest south summer 
record for the species, bird students have looked 
constantly, and in vain, for Bobolinks in the area. 
On June 24, C. N. Baylor found a singing male 
at Alvon, just ten miles north of White Sulphur 
Springs. This is the modern southerly summer 
record for the species. The first known Blue 
Grosbeak nest in Knox County, Tenn., was found 
on Aug. 18 (JCH). Both in western Maryland 
and in the Lexington, Va., areas increases in these 
birds were noted. Dickcissels, absent from the 
Knoxville area for the past four years, were pres- 
ent this year (JCH). It appears that the eastward 
spread of this species, noted in recent years, is 
continuing and growing. A group of four or five 
birds, doubtless migrants, was observed by Hund- 
ley and the writer at Morgantown on Sept. 5; 
this is the first county record for the species. 
The presence of 7 singing male Dickcissels, and 
the collecting of a nest with 4 eggs, near Charlton 
and Ashton constitute the first records for Wash- 
ington County, Md. (CSR). 

Pine Siskins to the number of about 200 were 
present in late May and early June in a hemlock 
forest near Aurora, W. Va. (George Hall and 
Wayne Davis). Red Crossbills were present, as 
usual, during the period of spruce blooming on 
Gaudineer Knob (FRS). Henslow’s Sparrows 
continue to turn up in areas where they had not 
previously been found. On three different dates 
a singing male Lark Sparrow was found near 
Nestorville, Barbour County, W. Va.—MAuvRICE 
Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The 
spring was wet, and with temperatures near nor- 
mal; but early summer was wet and cool through- 
out the whole 
region. Several 
severe storms 
passed through 
the western 
part of the re- 
gion. In Min- 
nesota (Minne- 
apolis Weather 
Bureau) only 
2.6 inches of snow fell in April; but added to the 
previous snowfall, it broke the all-time record. 
There were only 2 Aprils with less sunshine in 
61 years. May was warmer and wetter than usual 
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and June was cool and wet. In Michigan this 
was the wettest June since 1947 (Detroit Weather 
Bureau). On June 19, tornadoes swept through 
southern and western Minnesota, causing consid- 
erable damage to property, and death to one per- 
son in Minneapolis. July was another wet and 
cool month and again tornadoes occurred in Min- 
nesota. On July 20 a tornado caused 5 deaths 
and $6,000,000 in damage in Minneapolis and its 
environs. Although migrants were generally late 
in arriving this spring, the nesting season did not 
seem to be retarded, and general indications were 
that it was very successful. 

Loons and Grebes.—At Seney National Wild- 
life Refuge, Germfask, Mich.. Common Loons 
were seen in greater numbers than in 1950, and 
3 pairs raised 2 young each at the refuge pools 
(C. J. Henry). Two southerly records for nesting 
Common Loons were: Pleasant Lake, Barry Co., 
Mich. (L. H. Walkinshaw); and Lake Vadnais, 
Ramsey Co., Minn., where a Common Loon with 
downy young was seen on June 16 (A. C. Rosen- 
winkel). At Seney Refuge grebes were notably 
absent, but a Red-necked Grebe was seen on 
July 26 (Henry). However, in the Kalamazoo, 
Mich., area, Pied-billed Grebes were as numerous 
as last year in spite of the high water of spring 
which killed much emergent vegetation and caused 
the recession of cattail edges (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 

Herons——tThe post-breeding northward move- 
ment of Am. Egrets did not materialize this year. 
None were seen in the Minnesota River bottoms 
near Minneapolis, where they have generally been 
seen in previous years (Mary Lupient). Two Am. 
Egrets were noted a little farther south at Wa- 
couta, Goodhue Co., Minn., on Aug. 18 (W. J. 
Breckenridge). No pronounced movement was 
reported from either Wisconsin or Michigan. 

Waterfowl.—The experiments of the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in introducing or re-estab- 
lishing Canada Geese into suitable areas have 
met with striking success. At Mud Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge near Holt, Minn., a Canada 
Goose nest destroyed by crows, was the first nest 
recorded in many years for that area, but “Reg- 
ular observations of 4 additional paired geese 
Outside the goose pen would indicate a good possi- 
bility of several more nests; these geese are partly 
birds which were originally released on the area 
as goslings back in 1949-50, and in some cases 
these banded birds have mated with foreign flyers” 
(Robley W. Hunt). At Seney Wildlife Refuge in 
Michigan an estimate of 225 nests and 700 young 
resulted from a rather thorough census; the first 
nest was found on April 4 and the first broods 
were seen on May 13. In contrast to these en- 
couraging reports in goose production, the op- 
posite was true of duck production. At Seney, 
there was a general decrease in ducks (Henry); 
at Kalamazoo, Mich., they were approximately 
the same as last year (Hall); and in Minnesota, 
competent observers felt that perhaps there was 
only a very slight increase. Wood Ducks hatched 
as early as April 27 in Sauk Co., Wis. (R. G. 
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Turner) and as late as June 2 near Minneapolis, 
Minn. (Breckenridge). An increase in Wood 
Duck populations was noted by several observers. 
One observer counted over 100 Wood Ducks on 
one lake (Rosenwinkel). 

Turkey Vulture—A nest containing one young 
Turkey Vulture was found in the manger of 
an old roofless barn near Black Duck, Beltrami 
Co., Minn., on Aug. 20 (Leo Manthei). AI- 
though Turkey Vultures are seen with regularity 
in Minnesota, few nests are found. A flock of 
7 Turkey Vultures was seen on June 3 near Bab- 
cock, Wood Co., Wis. (Carl Strelitzer, Grange, 
et al.). 

Cranes and Rails—A Sandhill Crane nest with 
2 eggs was found on April 14 at The Baker Sanc- 
tuary, Mich. (Walkinshaw). At Seney Refuge 
more young Sandhill Cranes were noted than 
in previous years (Henry). Although no nest was 
found, 4 Yellow Rails were flushed from a marsh 
at Seney in 2 hours’ work (Henry). A pair of 
King Rails with 8 newly-hatched young, seen on 
July 16, was the first breeding record for several 
years in the vicinity of Battle Creek, Mich. (Wal- 
kinshaw). 

Shorebirds.—Piping Plover nests were seen at 
Lake St. Clair, Mich. (R. Ambacker and B. Dau- 
bendiek). At Seney Refuge a Wilson’s Snipe nest 
was found on July 31, a rather late date (Henry). 
Although Wilson’s Snipe are found throughout the 
Western Great Lakes Region during the breeding 
season, their nests are rarely found. 

Gulls and Terns—There was a “tremendous” 
nesting colony of Franklin’s Gulls at Mud Lake 
Refuge near Holt, Minn. (Hunt). On June 30, 
Kenaga obtained “photographic evidence of the 
Common Tern breeding [eggs and young] in a 
marsh 10 miles inland from Saginaw Bay at 
Zilwaukee [Mich.], near the Saginaw River.” 
There are few Common Tern nesting colonies in 
Minnesota, so the addition of another found at 
Whitefish Lake, Crow Wing Co., is of interest 
(Rosenwinkel). 

Mourning Dove.—In the immediate vicinity of 
Detroit, Mich., there was a very noticeable de- 
crease in nesting Mourning Doves, with very few 
nests reported. In Anoka Co., Minn., a late 
Mourning Dove nest was found containing 2 
young on Aug. 24 (H. L. Gunderson). 

Hummingbird—John Jarosz found 14 Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird nests on his research area 
in Hennepin Co., Minn. The earliest observation 
was a nest under construction on June 7; the last 
observations were 2 nests with nearly-grown 
young on July 24. One of the 14 nests had elm 
seeds replacing the lichens on the outside. Most 
nests were not placed in dense woods, but in 
edges or openings; for example, 5 nests were on 
branches overhanging a stream. 

Larks, Jays, Creepers—A Prairie Horned Lark’s 
nest with 3 eggs was found on March 15 near 
Kalamazoo, Mich. (Hall), and another nest as 
late as July 2 at Kiel, Manitowoc Co., Wis. (My- 
ron Reichwald). A dead Gray Jay, on a nest of 

















broken eggs, was found in a felled Jack Pine near 
Orr, St. Louis Co., Minn., by Waino Wierimaa. 
The tree had been cut down on March 25. The 
nest was about 45 feet above the base, and the 
bird had obviously remained on the nest during 
the notching and sawing of the tree. The nest 
and bird were sent to the Minnesota Museum of 
Natural History by Edwin Erickson. Three Brown 
Creepers, just out of the nest and being fed by 
the parents, were observed on June 13 in Hen- 
nepin Co., Minn. (John Jarosz and Franklin 
Willis). 

Warblers—A singing male Magnolia Warbler, 
observed in northern St. Clair Co., Mich., in mid- 
June was considerably south of the normal nest- 
ing range (O'Reilly). An area containing 13 sing- 
ing male Kirtland’s Warblers was found in eastern 
Iosco Co., Mich., June 3 (Walkinshaw and H. 
Wing). A pair of Hooded Warblers nested for 
the fifth consecutive year at Lake Orian, Oakland 
Co., Mich. (Middleton). The great destruction 
of nests which occurs in nature was graphically 
shown for the Am. Redstart on Jarosz’s study 
area in Hennepin Co., Minn., where this species 
was one of the predominant nesters. Thirteen out 
of nineteen nests were destroyed (no distinction 
was made between original and renest). These 
nests were from 412 to 30 feet above the ground, 
mostly in small trees. The earliest nesting was 
May 21 and the latest was July 6; clutches were 
from 3 to 4 eggs and the incubation period was 
from 14 to 15 days. It took the female 3 days 
to complete the nest. The young left the nest at 
9 days of age. Only two nests were parasitized 
by the Brown-headed Cowbird. 

Meadowlarks and Orioles.—Western Meadow- 
larks nested at 3 different locations (fewer than 
last year) near Kalamazoo, Mich. (Hall). Or- 
chard Orioles were more numerous than usual 
near Kalamazoo (Hall). A nest of the Orchard 
Oriole, located in Oakland Co., Mich., on May 30 
and 4 singing males were the only records for the 
Detroit area (Ken Sanderson). 

Sparrows.—Observers in Michigan (Hall), and 
Minnesota (Rosenwinkel, Breckenridge), felt that 
this was definitely a Dickcissel year. A Dickcissel 
nest, containing 6 young, probably a day old, was 
found in Hennepin Co., Minn., on June 6 
(Breckenridge and Jarosz). Henslow’s Sparrows 
were increasing in the Detroit vicinity, where 
several areas were reported; and a nest containing 
5 eggs was found at Lake Orion, Oakland Co., on 
June 4 (O'Reilly). 

Storm Mortality—An example of bird destruc- 
tion by a tornado was reported by Edward Hunz 
of Hamel, Hennepin Co., Minn. On July 23 (3 
days after the tornado) John Jarosz saw about 
400 dead birds in Mr. Hunz’s pasture. In the 
pasture was a group of several large oak trees. 
Concentrated in the debris of the high water line 
of a small pond to the southeast of the trees were 
at least 400 dead House Sparrows, 2 immature 
Common Starlings and 1 Eastern Kingbird. More 
dead birds were scattered on the ground above 


the high water mark. The storm came abruptly 
from the northwest and the birds probably sought 
immediate shelter in the oaks, but the sudden 
wind and driving rain “batted” them to the ground 
where they probably died from drowning and 
exposure.—HARVEY L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota 
Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis 14, 
Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Rain- 
fall was heavy during the height of the nesting 
season, particularly in the western part of the 
is . ———~+ region. Disas- 
“4 trous floods oc- 
curred in the 
lower Missouri 
valley, just a 
few weeks after 
record - break- 
ing spring 
wssousr S, ¢ ventuée’ 4%. floods had sub- 
iL eS oan < ‘] sided in the 
Se ee upper Missis- 
sippi. Then in mid-July the weather turned ab- 
ruptly and brought a dry, hot period. 

We have received no evidence that the wet 
season interfered with the nesting success of any 
species. Indeed, the opposite may be true. The 
flooded farmlands provided ideal feeding condi- 
tions for water birds and waders, and the high 
water provided exceptional sanctuary for birds 
nesting in the lowlands. 

Herons.—The dramatic recovery of the Am. 
Egret is a major event of our generation. Prob- 
ably there are more nesting in this region now 
than at any previous time in history. But still 
the expansion continues. Old colonies get iarger 
and new ones are found every year. A new 
colony was found on July 24 in Holt County, 
northwestern Missouri (Roy Coy and Fay Reno); 
and Am. Egrets were seen throughout the sum- 
mer near a heronry in Porter County, Ind., near 
Lake Michigan, farther north in that State than 
any previous reported nesting site (Richard 
Grow). The northeasternmost colony in this re- 
gion continues to grow on West Sister Island in 
Lake Erie, and a string of colonies reaches up the 
Mississippi River beyond the northern border of 
the region. 

In the post-breeding period, the greatest num- 
bers of Am. Egrets were found on the wet fields 
of southern Illinois. Here 500 were counted along 
a mile and a half of highway on Aug. 12 (Richard 
Brewer). However, away from the flooded areas, 
the late summer wanderers did not appear in 
usual numbers this year. 

As usual, Littlhe Blue Herons were common 
only in the southern part of the region in late 
summer. On July 29, one field in southern Illinois 
held 176 Little Blues (William Hardy and Brew- 
er). Locally remarkable was the presence of 3 
adult Little Blue Herons through the summer near 
Port Clinton in northern Ohio (John Anderson). 
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A rarity at any time, a Snowy Egret near Toledo 
on June 26 was exceptionally early for a post- 
breeding wanderer (Laurel Van Camp). A Yel- 
low-crowned Night Heron remained through June 
at Des Moines, Iowa. (Mrs. Harold Peasley, fide 
Woodward Brown). 

The Least Bittern has been considered a rare 
bird in Iowa, with breeding records only for the 
northwestern part of the State. This year, how- 
ever, 18 nests were found in 60 acres of marsh 
at Swan Lake near Iowa City in eastern Iowa 
(Tom Kent and Norwood Hazard). 

Ducks.—Although existing literature would in- 
dicate that the Wood Duck is rare in the Chi- 
cago area, it has become quite common in the 
nearby Dunes of Indiana. Grow has counted as 
high as 35 at one time on several occasions dur- 
ing the last two nesting seasons. 

Since Ridgway’s records in 1881, there have 
been few definite nesting reports of the Hooded 
Merganser in Indiana. But in the last three years 
Russell Mumford has found 6 females with duck- 
lings, including two broods in 1951, one in 
Spencer County on May 22 and one in the Jasper- 
Pulaski area on July 7. 

Hawks.—At least 7 active nests of Bald Eagles, 
a normal number, were known in the Toledo 
area this year (Van Camp). A pair of Peregrine 
Falcons nested again in the cliffs of the Hickory 
Ridge district of southern Illinois (Brewer). 

Rails and Gallinules.—This region is within the 
known nesting range of the Sora, but actual nest 
records are few even in localities with large 
marshes. Nests were found in Indiana this year 
in Steuben County on May 15 and in LaPorte 
County on June 3 (Mumford and James Cope). 
The Florida Gallinule is rare at any time in Iowa; 
so a nest with 9 eggs near Iowa City was an ex- 
citing discovery (Kent). 

Mourning Doves.—It is puzzling to read the 
varying reports on the status of doves in differ- 
ent localities, each supported by good evidence: 
at Davenport, Iowa, “phenomenally abundant” 
(Tom Morrissey); at South Bass Island in Lake 
Erie, “highest in 12 years” (Milton Trautman); 
at Toledo “down 50%” (Van Camp); and near 
Chicago “fewer Mourning Doves” (Marion Clow). 

Cuckoos.—Yellow-billed Cuckoos were reported 
in greater than average numbers at several loca- 
tions in Illinois and Iowa, usually without any 
noticeable change in insect population. 

Thrushes—The Veery, which nests locally 
across the northern edge of this region, reaches 
its maximum abundance in two similar areas of 
sandy hillocks interspersed with bogs: the Dunes 
of northern Indiana and the Oak Openings just 
west of Toledo. 

Evidence accumulates to confirm the spring re- 
ports about the scarcity of Eastern Bluebirds. 
At Quincy, Ill, where T. E. Musselman has 
placed hundreds of bluebird houses along country 
roads, one route of 68 boxes held only 6 nests 
in 1951, as compared to 46 nests in 1950. Karl 
Bartel, with 15 boxes near Chicago, had only 2 
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pairs this summer, while in most years the ma- 
jority of his boxes are occupied. 

The nesting habits of the Eastern Bluebird make 
it an ideal subject for a study of population 
changes. The cycles in certain game birds—where 
there is an economic interest in their status—is 
quite well known, and it seems likely that there 
are parallel phenomena in many other species 
waiting to be examined. Most songbirds are so 
numerous and most observation is so casual that 
wide fluctuations in population may pass un- 
noticed. Here is opportunity for investigation. 

Warblers—The rare Swainson’s Warbler was 
found in a patch of cane near Pomona in south- 
ern Illinois on April 29. It was seen again sev- 
eral times during the breeding season, last on 
July 4, but no nest was found. Nearby, but on 
higher ground, four singing male Hooded Warb- 
lers were found, one carrying food, but positive 
nesting evidence was not secured (Brewer and 
Hardy). A Lawrence’s Warbler was seen on sev- 
eral occasions in the Indiana Dunes, where the 
Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers are 
found regularly (Deane fide Grow). A singing 
male Parula Warbler was found in McCormick’s 
Creek State Park, Ind.: this species has been seen 
there before and may nest (Val Nolan). 

Blackbirds—Two western species that are rare 
in this region, Yellow-headed Blackbird and 
Brewer’s Blackbird, nested again in small colonies 
near Chicago. 

Sparrows.—A singing male White-throated Spar- 
row on the Indiana University campus was prob- 
ably one of those lone individuals that do not 
make the trip north to their nesting grounds. This 
bird was first heard singing early in June and con- 
tinued through July 13, when it was heard by 
Palmer D. Skaar and his class in ornithology. It 
may have remained all summer.—HarRoLD May- 
FIELD, 2557 Portsmouth Avenue, Toledo 13, Ohio. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The late 
spring and early summer left behind a mixture 
of impressions in various parts of the Region—of 
° sweltering heat, 

of drought, of 
many days of 
.rain. Such ac- 
tual monthly 
averages as we 
have are, how- 
ever, only frac- 
TON ROUGE oh tionally above 

: me oS or below nor- 
gee ze “J mal, either for 
temperature or precipitation. Apparently there 
was a general tendency for opposite conditions to 
balance one another statistically, but at the same 
time to persist unbroken over remarkably long 
periods of time. Pensacola, Fla., is having what 
may prove to be the longest continuous hot spell 
in the annals of the local weather bureau; and 
Memphis, Tenn., experienced a _ record-breaking 
succession of 35 days with maximum temperatures 























above 90°. In the area surrounding the latter city, 
high water, within two feet of flood stage, lasted 
until late July, and the level of Mud Lake, just 
over the Mississippi line, remained too high even 
for herons. In the vicinity of Pensacola, on the 
other hand, the upland ponds would rise briefly 
after the heavy showers of June and July, only 
to fall rapidly again as the water evaporated in 
the hot summer air. In both of these areas, 
representing respectively the effective northern 
and southeastern extremes of the Region, the 
shorebird migration was unusually poor, but sev- 
eral intervening localities seem to have enjoyed 
banner flights of waders. 

The effect of all this on the nesting success of 
small birds was obscure. There were an alarming 
number of reports of apparent decreases in num- 
bers among various passerine species, but these 
were generally attributed by the observer to 
causes other than the weather of the present 
period. H. H. Jeter, speaking for the northwest- 
ern corner of Louisiana, noted that the nesting 
of Mockingbirds, Cardinals, and other resident 
species got off to a late start and that many 
nestings in late May, including those of the Dick- 
cissel, were unsuccessful. Jeter surmised that 
these results may have been brought about by 
the cool weather prior to May and by the spring 
drought. He was inclined to connect the small 
August population of Dickcissels also with the 
great success of the Brown-headed Cowbird, 
which had produced large flocks of immatures by 
early August and which had eggs in nearly all the 
Dickcissel nests that he examined. Around Rose- 
dale, Miss., according to M. G. Vaiden, the Dick- 
cissel met with disaster in another way when ill- 
timed mowing operations in late spring de- 
stroyed 75 nests in a 3-mile stretch of levee, 
along with about 30 nests of the Indigo Bunting 
and 10 of the Yellowthroat. Other instances of 
at least locally reduced populations, together with 
the observers’ suggestions as to the reason, are: 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird and Eastern King- 
bird, sufficiently scarce in northern Alabama to 
cause local comment—small numbers popularly 
blamed on the widespread use of crop poisons 
(T. Z. Atkeson); Red-headed Woodpecker, a 
very poor season at Shreveport, producing only 1 
observed immature—probably because of in- 
creased usurpation of nesting cavities by the 
Starling, as elsewhere in the country (HHJ); 
Mockingbird, noticeably less common at White 
River Refuge, Ark., where the discovery of sev- 
eral dead individuals earlier in the year suggested 
a heavy winter mortality (P. J. Van Huizen); 
Brown Thrasher, absent as a breeder and no 
wanderers caught in the banding traps at Coffey 
Grounds in Memphis, where 2 to 3 pairs have 
nested regularly since 1935 (B. B. Coffey); Am. 
Robin, below normal about Memphis (BBC); 
Wood Thrush, not present on many traditional 
breeding territories around Baton Rouge (GHL 
and W. Gates) and but 1 known pair in Rosedale, 
Miss., in contrast to the usual 25 to 40 pairs 


(MGV )—this, coupled with the extremely late 
arrival this spring, suggesting a disaster during 
early migration (GHL); Eastern Bluebird, fewer 
than usual both around Memphis (BBC) and at 
the Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, Ala. 
(TZA)—ascribed to failure to recover from the 
severe winter; Yellow-throated, Red-eyed, and 
Warbling Vireos, reduced within the city limits 
of Rosedale to a few pairs—perhaps by the ac- 
tivities of squirrels (MGV). Looking at these 
scattered reports in their assembled form, one 
instinctively senses a greater common denomi- 
nator in causative factors than is apparent among 
the expressed explanations, but just what this 
common denominator might be is difficult to 
say. That some of these individual trends are 
not general is indicated by the abundance of the 
Eastern Kingbird and the Am. Robin this year 
in the vicinity of Rosedale (MVG); and the 
Mourning Dove, which is being made the sub- 
ject of a special study, seems to have enjoyed 
a good season, as did many water birds. 

Grebes through Ibises—After a 12-year lapse, 
Pied-billed Grebes were again found nesting in 
the Memphis area. Four nests, 2 of them with 
eggs, were located on May 6 (Tenn. Ornith. Soc. 
members) at Lakeview, Miss., 5 miles southwest 
of the site occupied in the period 1932-39; and 
adults with young were seen at the Lonoke, Ark., 
fish hatchery on July 29 (BBC) and Aug. 14 
(A. Ziegler). The Water-turkey nested at the 
Wheeler Refuge, Ala., for the second time and 
remained until July 27 (D. C. Hulse and others). 
An unusually large early concentration of 15 of 
these birds were soaring over Legion Lake, Miss., 
on July 15 (MGV), possibly as a result of the 
establishment of the species in a new colony of 
Great and Little Blue Herons located nearby. A 
heronry at the Wheeler Refuge, which contained 
600 nests in 1950, about equally divided between 
the Great Blue Heron and the Am. Egret, had 
only 200 nests this year (TZA). Perhaps this 
merely represented the partial abandonment of an 
aging site. Great numbers of Am. Egrets congre- 
gated elsewhere, as on the White River Prairie, 
Ark., where 290 birds were counted in a single 
flock on the early date of June 13 (PJV). The 
Louisiana Heron, which is an abundant breeder 
in peninsular Florida and in the mangrove swamps 
of coastal Louisiana, but which is rare in between, 
remained at Pensacola to nest after its appearance 
there this spring. On June 24, F. M. Weston 
found 4 young, fully grown but unable to fly, in 
a small colony of Little Blues. Up the Mississippi 
Valley, at Legion Lake, Vaiden collected a post- 
juvenal wanderer on July 22, 16 days in advance 
of his previous earliest record of the Louisiana 
Heron, and on Aug. 12, with W. Welshans, saw 3 
individuals in one afternoon. At a borrow pit, 
2 miles north of Rosedale, an Am. Bittern with 
fully developed testes was shot on the sugges- 
tively late date of June 10 (MGV). Reports of 
ibises were unusually widespread: Wood Ibis— 
9 north of Rosedale on June 29, the earliest rec- 
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ord for Bolivar County, Miss. (G. Thompson); 
1 at White River Refuge, Ala., Aug. 1-3, the first 
Refuge record (various observers); 7 on Aug. 4, 
8 miles north of Shreveport, where it is now only 
a rare visitor (G. D. Hamilton); and 60 on July 1 
at Calion Lake, Ark. (A. J. Hoiberg). White Ibis 
—1 imm. at Legion Lake, Miss., on July 19, 
the only example in immature plumage ever seen 
in that area (MGV), (WW); 2 on Aug. 10 at 
White River Refuge, Ark., where it is rare (Mc- 
Adams); present, June 26 to July 27, at the 
Wheeler Refuge, Ala., the second record as well 
as the earliest and latest dates of occurrence there 
(L. S. Givens and others). 

Waterfowl, Rails—Both the Lesser Scaup and 
the Gadwall remained in the vicinity of the 
Wheeler Refuge into the present period, at least 
2 of the latter species being observed almost 
daily at Harris Station slough, May 12 to June 12 
(DCH). Mr. and Mrs. Vaiden and Thompson 
studied a Virginia Rail in a borrow pit 2 miles 
north of Rosedale, Miss., on June 10, 11, and 12, 
but could not certainly determine whether it was 
nesting. This is the second instance of the June 
occurrence of this species in the Central Southern 
Region since these reports were inaugurated, but 
the species is not known definitely to breed any- 
where in the Region. 

Shorebirds——On a recent trip through the area 
east of his customary sphere of operations in 
northern Florida, Weston met with shorebirds in 
greater numbers than he has noted around Pensa- 
cola in years. He is now convinced that the 
progressively poorer showing of the midsummer 
shorebird migration in the latter locality, so fre- 
quently alluded to in these columns, is traceable 
to local ecological developments rather than to 
a general reduction in the abundance of migrants. 
He points out that his knowledge of this annual 
flight dates from 1926, when he first owned a car 
and was able to visit the beaches at will. That 
was the year of the great hurricane that resulted 
in many habitat changes attractive to shorebirds. 
New sandbars were formed, new inlets and chan- 
nels cut, and some marsh areas submerged under 
mud and sand. With no major hurricane since 
that time, the coast has slowly reverted to its 
former state, which, though ideal for birds of 
the outer beaches—Sanderling, Willet, Black- 
bellied Plover—seems unsuitable for the majority 
of species. It may be added that the Louisiana 
coast, through the agency of the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya river systems, debouching great quan- 
tities of water and alluvium at their deltas, is in 
a constant state of ecologic alteration, making it 
perpetually attractive to hordes of shorebirds, irre- 
spective of hurricanes. Though the July and 
August flights at Pensacola this year were the 
poorest ever, the Ringed Plover and the Do- 
witcher, never before observed there between 
June 1 and July 16, both appeared on June 17, 
and the return of the Ruddy Turnstone, on July 
29, was extremely early (FMW). In the interior, 
except around Memphis, favorable conditions pro- 
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duced what was possibly the best shorebird mi- 
gration in years. The Willet, seldom encountered 
inland in the Region, was noted along the Ten- 
nessee River, near Decatur, Ala., June 27 (DCH); 
8 miles north of Shreveport, Aug. 9 (GDH); and 


at Legion Lake, Miss., Aug. 13 (MGV and J. 
Gates). The most striking series of records 
(MGV) was from the Rosedale, Miss., area, 


where water levels on the meander-cutoff lakes 
were just right: Black-bellied Plover, Aug. 12, 
16 days earlier than his 2 previous records; 
Lesser Yellow-legs on the early date of July 8; 
White-rumped Sandpiper, Aug. 12, 9 days earlier 
than his few previous records; and Stilt Sand- 
piper, July 12, 4 in a flock of many other shore- 
birds. Two Marbled Godwits seen at Biloxi, Aug. 
15 (B. Myers) furnished the third record for the 
species in Mississippi. 

Jaegers and Terns—Two jaegers driven off 
from a colony of Least Terns by the terns on 
July 17 (FMW) had indeterminate plumage and 
only slightly elongated central tail feathers and 
were believed to have probably been Parasitic 
Jaegers—a unique summer record. Two sets of 
eggs of the Least Tern at this locality on June 29, 
1 set hatching, were very late (FMW). A Black 
Tern over City Park Lake, July 2 (F. J. Buch- 
mann) is the first one ever to be reported in the 
Baton Rouge area in that month. 

Doves, Road -runner—Three White - winged 
Doves were noted at Grand Isle, La., on June 29 
(L. Glasgow), but not thereafter, even though the 
observer was in the vicinity daily for succeeding 
weeks. This is the first June record for the State 
and the largest number ever observed there at one 
time. The Road-runner, which is now known to 
breed in northwestern Louisiana, but which has 
escaped detection in August, was seen this year 
near Shreveport on Aug. 12 (HHJ). 

Whip-poor-will—Mr. and Mrs. Coffey and 
R. D. Smith conducted an organized search for 
Whip-poor-wills in northern Mississippi and west- 
ern Tennessee late this spring and were rewarded 
with great success. Although they failed to repeat 
their former record at Woodall Mt., Miss., where 
they found it for the first time in June in that 
State on June 4, 1950, they heard 12 calling this 
year on a ridge at Fairview, Miss., just south of 
Pickwick, Tenn., on the night of June 17, as well 
as 4 more on the same night on the southeast 
outskirts of La Grange, Tenn., within 40 miles of 
Memphis. On June 19, single individuals were 
heard calling north of Hickory Flat and just south 
of Blue Mountain, Miss.; and, on June 30, an- 
other was discovered near Hardy, Ark., at Camp 
Cedar Valley. This point is 600 feet in elevation, 
and the west Tennessee elevation does not exceed 
500 feet—a very noteworthy fact since, to the 
east, the species is usually found only at much 
higher levels. 

Flycatchers—The extent to which passerine 
birds wander north of their breeding range after 
the nesting season is a poorly understood matter. 
Of interest in this connection is the unprecedented 




















appearance of a Gray Kingbird 15 miles inland 
from the coast of Pensacola on Aug. 5 (FMW), 
since the species is ecologically restricted in its 
nesting to situations at or very near the Gulf 
beaches. Three nests of the Traill’s Flycatcher, 
considered a rare breeder in Arkansas, were found 
at Stuttgart, Ark., on May 28 (B. Meanley). 

Swallows——The second known nesting of the 
Barn Swallow in Florida was established on June 
9 on Santa Rosa Islands by the discovery of 3 
occupied nests and 4 nests that showed evidence 
of recent use, with many birds, adult and imma- 
ture, on the wing in the vicinity (FMW). This 
was doubtless a population of the pale insular 
race originally discovered on the coastal islands 
of Mississippi and Alabama, and was so recorded. 
Weston first detected dark-breasted migrants from 
the north on July 29, when 6 individuals were 
seen, together with 1 Bank Swallow—his earliest 
record by 9 days of the latter species in south- 
ward migration. Exactly a month earlier, on June 
29, Barn Swallows and a single Cliff Swallow ap- 
peared on the Louisiana coast at Cameron (FJB). 
Barn Swallow nests were found at old bridges 
west of Coldwater, Miss., on April 29 (BBC). 
This is only the second known nesting in that 
State of the northern race—the first reported nest 
having been found last year at Walls (Clark and 
Mount). 

Robins, Vireos—The numbers of Am. Robins 
at Memphis, Tenn., were below normal; but on 
July 15, an individual was noted at Lake Charles, 
La. (A. C. Sheppard) well to the southwest of 
its breeding range in the State. The Bell’s Vireo, 
first discovered breeding in Louisiana in 1950 (in 
the Dixie Gardens-Curtis area, southeast of 
Shreveport) was located again this spring on an 
additional breeding ground not far away, between 
Bossier City and Barksdale Field (Jeter). At 
least 3 pairs were present there, and 1 nest was 
found. It contained 3 vireo eggs and 1 cow- 
bird egg on May 13. Jeter has learned that both 
habitats are of recent origin, having developed in 
the former bed of the Red River, which drastically 
changed course in 1945. 

Warblers —tThree records of warblers from the 
Pensacola Region reemphasize that southward mi- 
gration is under way long before it is detectable in 
the North. They are: Black and White Warbler 
and Prairie Warbler at Pensacola, on July 13 and 
26, respectively (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke); Yellow 
Warbler at Century, Fla., July 16 (Mrs. A. L. 
Whigham). On July 1, the Blue-winged Warbler 
was noted near Hardy, Ark. (BBC). On June 3, 
a pair of Hooded Warblers was seen carrying 
food to an inaccessible nest at Pensacola, where 
the species is seldom encountered as a breeding 
bird (FMW). 

Meadowlarks, Sparrows—A pair of the winter- 
ing Western Meadowlarks at the Penal Farm, 
near Memphis, Tenn., remained through the 
spring, and repeated week-end searches by several 
observers resulted in the discovery on May 20, 
1951, of a nest with 6 young about ready to 





leave (RDS and Mrs. F. Barefield). On August 
12, Smith watched an Eastern Meadowlark feed- 
ing young in a nest at the same farm. This is 
the first nesting record of the western species in 
the Central Southern Region. On June 3, at 
Pensacola, Weston observed 2 Chipping Sparrows, 
an extremely rare bird there in summer, whose 
excited behavior seemed to indicate the presence 
of dependent young —GeorGe H. Lowery, Jr., 
and ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Museum of Zoology, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather conditions were favorable for nesting 
birds over most of the Region with the exception 

















of the usual local storms which caused some 
mortality. The northern part of the Region had 
unusually cool weather with late snowstorms re- 
ported from the provinces. 

Grebes—tThere was an increase in Eared 
Grebes on Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. 
Dak. (Frederick Cunningham), and at Arrow- 
wood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson). 
The Western Grebe showed a decline on the 
North Dakota refuges. 

Pelicans and Cormorants—-About 1400 White 
Pelicans were raised on Chase Lake near James- 
town, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson). Previous to 
1950 only a few dozen White Pelicans were raised 
on La Creek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., but there 
was a pronounced increase in nesting during 1950 
and a further increase this season. However. the 
nesting colony experienced disaster this season 
when a severe hailstorm, which occurred on the 
morning of June 19, swept the nesting island in 
the lake. One hundred fifty-eight Pelicans were 
slain by the flying hail. Most of these were im- 
mature birds ranging from recently hatched to 
near adult size. Of the 14 adult birds killed, one 
had been banded as an immature bird at Bow- 
doin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 8 years previoushy. 
Several hundred Double-crested Cormorants. 
mostly birds still in the nests, were also killed 
(Kenneth Krumm). 

Waterfowl—Approximately 2000 Canada Geese 
(Common Canada) were produced at Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont., this year compared to 
1400 in 1950 (Leon Snyder). Some interesting 
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new duck nesting records were reported from 
the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. A 
brood of Black Ducks was seen on the north 
end of the refuge near the Canadian border 
(T. W. Lawson); a brood of Wood Ducks was 
noted (Brey); a female Hooded Merganser with 
a brood was seen near the wooded river bottom 
(Ray Glahn) and a brood of unidentified mergan- 
sers, possibly Red-breasted, was observed in the 
same area (Merrill Hammond). 

Hawks.—A pair of Marsh Hawks was observed 
chasing a White-tailed Deer when it approached 
within 100 feet of their nest in Theodore Roose- 
velt National Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. 
(Neil Reid). A Prairie Falcon aerie containing 
5 young falcons was first observed on June 16 in 
Roosevelt Memorial Park. The nest was kept 
under observation until the young left. All were 
still present in the park at the end of the 
period (Allyn Hanks). 

Gallinaceous Birds——One brood of Prairie 
Chickens was noted at Arrowwood Refuge, Ken- 
sal, N. Dak. (NN).  Sharp-tailed Grouse ap- 
peared to be at a peak in most areas. Nests of 
Sage Hens were seen on several occasions in June 
on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. After hatch- 
ing, the birds disappeared but family flocks of 
from 6 to 9 birds each were seen along Dry Lake 
dike the last of July (LS). 

Doves, Owls.—There was an increase in nest- 
ing Mourning Doves at Arrowwood Refuge, Ken- 
sal, N. Dak., where they began gathering in flocks 
the first part of August. A flock of 34 birds was 
observed on Aug. 15. They were common in the 
vicinity of Malta, Mont., where a_ successful 
hatch was reported. They were fairly abundant 
on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., but no large 
flocks were observed as in 1950. Short-eared 
Owls seemed to be plentiful in North Dakota 
and there were considerable numbers near Botha, 
Alta., where a number of nests were found dur- 
ing June (R. Stiller). On Bowdoin Refuge in 
Montana 50 of these owls could be seen on one 
trip across the refuge. The refuge population was 
estimated to be 300 birds (LS). 

Flycatchers through Warblers.—Several Say’s 
Phoebes were observed carrying food in Theodore 
Roosevelt National Memorial Park on June 15. 
There was a definite decrease in Catbirds in and 
around Kenmare, N. Dak. (RG), and fewer 
Brown Thrashers were present in Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak. (Dr. J. Donahoe). Many Yellow-breasted 
Chats were seen and heard in both the north and 
south sections of Theodore Roosevelt National 
Memorial Park. Seven singing chats were seen 
from a car in less than 1 mile along a park 
road (RG). 

Blackbirds, Grosbeaks and Sparrows.—yYellow- 
headed Blackbirds became common on Arrow- 
wood Refuge and vicinity near Kensal, N. Dak. 
(NN). Eight Blue Grosbeaks, 5 males and 3 fe- 
males, were noted on the White River near the 
Missouri in south central South Dakota on July 4 
(J. S. Findley). Lazuli Buntings were abundant 
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in Roosevelt Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. 
Dickcissels were quite numerous in the Martin, 
S. Dak., territory this season and were even 
noted on the outskirts of the town. In 1950 only 
1 bird was seen in a meadow on the refuge (KK). 
Baird’s Sparrows were observed feeding young 
near Kenmare, N. Dak., the last part of June. 
Lark Sparrows were common on LaCreek Refuge 
this season and many were observed carrying food 
in Roosevelt Memorial Park in mid-June. Field 
Sparrows were plentiful in Roosevelt Memorial 
Park and were singing throughout the Badlands 
where there was suitable habitat—-ROBERT T. 
GAMMELL, ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather for this period was characterized by 
violent extremes in both temperature and rainfall. 
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Dove nests and 1 Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatcher nest were destroyed in one 
storm. Unprecedented floods in July over large 
areas extending from eastern and central Ne- 
braska south to Oklahoma undoubtedly destroyed 
many nests and young although no specific in- 
formation has been reported. July and August 
were abnormally hot and humid over the south- 
ern portions. The devastating heat in the Dallas 
and Fort Worth regions extended north through- 
out Oklahoma and southern Kansas. In northern 
Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska temperatures 
were moderate or below normal and the growing 
season was much later and slower than usual. 
Lakes and ponds filled with water in June but 
shrank rapidly in July and August to create very 
favorable mud flats and shallow sloughs for shore- 
birds. 

Loons—An adult Common Loon seen at 
Ponca City, Okla., in July was the first summer 
record for central Oklahoma (J. C. Creager). 

Herons and Egrets—Great Blue Herons were 
scarce at Denton, Tex. (Rylander) but arrived 
at Fort Worth 10 to 28 days earlier than usual 
(Hoskins, McCart and Wilson). The unusually 
heavy spring flight of Am. and Snowy Egrets 
and Little Blue Herons into much of the Region 
was apparently supplemented by the normal in- 
flux of post-nesting season wanderers from the 
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South. The combined population was apparently 
far larger than observed for many years. The 
outstanding event of the season was the estab- 
lishment of a heron and egret rookery near Okla- 
homa City. Two pairs of American Egrets, ap- 
proximately 35 pairs of Snowy Egrets, 18 pairs 
of Little Blue Herons and 45 pairs of Black- 
crowned Night Herons were nesting in late June 
(Wallace Hughes). These records constitute the 
first known breeding of the Snowy Egret and the 
Little Blue Heron in Oklahoma. Only one nest 
of the Am. Egret (1950) has been reported since 
1937 and definite breeding records for Black- 
crowned Night Herons are very limited. A Red- 
dish Egret in adult plumage was seen at Fort 
Worth on Aug. 5. This is the second record of 
this species in Tarrant Co., Tex. (McCart and 
Wilson). The Green Heron nested in larger 
numbers than normal at both Denton (Rylander) 
and Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson). A Least 
Bittern was found north and east of Altus, Okla., 
in the same locality where the species was re- 
corded in the spring (Brummett). Apparently 
this species was nesting in southwestern Okla- 
homa in limited numbers. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey and Black Vul- 
tures were rare at both Denton (Rylander) and 
Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson) where only 
1 or 2 individuals were seen all summer. Else- 
where these species were found in usual numbers. 
An immature Cooper’s Hawk at Fort Worth on 
July 15 was the first mid-summer record in over 
20 years (Wilson). A single Red-tailed Hawk on 
July 1 and another on July 29 constitute the first 
summer record of this species in a number of 
years (Wilson). Swainson’s Hawk was seen at 
Camp Gruber (Baumgartner) and at Okemah, 
Okla. (Hutcherson). Both of these localities are 
east of the known summer range of the species. 
The Sparrow Hawk was reported at Fort Worth 
on Aug. 2, 4 and 11. The earliest previous fall 
record was Aug. 17 (McCart and Wilson). 

Quail.—The Bob-white had an unusually suc- 
cessful nesting season in Payne County, Okla. 
(J. L. Steele) and appeared to have increased to 
some extent at Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson). 

Sandpipers——Large numbers of sandpipers and 
related shorebirds reached Lake Texoma in south- 
ern Oklahoma in late June and early July (G. M. 
Sutton). At Fort Worth the fall migration of 
sandpipers was remarkably early as indicated by 
the following dates when compared with the 
earliest previous records (given in parentheses): 
Solitary Sandpiper, July 13 (Aug. 10); Greater 
Yellow-legs, Aug. 9 (October and November); 
Lesser Yellow-legs, July 13 (Aug. 30); Pectoral 
Sandpiper, July 24 (Sept. 23); Least Sandpiper, 
July 13 (Sept. 26); Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
July 13 (Aug. 27); Western Sandpiper, July 
12 (Aug. 27). All of these Fort Worth rec- 
ords were supplied by Mr. McCart and Mr. 
Wilson. A Willet was seen at Camp Gruber on 
July 2 (Baumgartner). This species had not 
previously been recorded in the summer in eastern 


Oklahoma. Another record of unusual seasonal 
significance was a Hudsonian Godwit at the Salt 
Plains on Aug. 9 (Van den Akker). 

Gulls and Terns.—Two Franklin’s Gulls were 
seen at Mohawk Park, Tulsa, on June 24, an un- 
usually early date for fall migration (Tulsa Aud. 
Soc.). The same species was reported at Fort 
Worth on June 10 and on July 29 (Wilson). Per- 
haps these records represent non-breeding birds 
that have failed to migrate north to their nesting 
grounds. A Caspian Tern was seen on the Gar- 
nett Prairie in Tulsa County, Okla., on June 10 
(Tulsa Aud. Soc.). This is a rare species in 
Oklahoma. 

Doves.—The breeding population of the Mourn- 
ing Dove appeared to be normal throughout the 
Region except at Denton where some increase was 
noted (Rylander). Nest mortality at Camp 
Gruber was considerably higher than last year but 
the early August populations were comparable 
(A. M. Baumgartner). 

Cuckoos and Road-runners——One to 2 Black- 
billed Cuckoos were present from July 30 to 
Aug. 8 at Denton, where this species is seldom 
found in the summer (Rylander). The Road- 
runner continued to be scarce over parts of its 
range. None were seen at Camp Gruber (Baum- 
gartner), at Stillwater, Okla. (Steele), at Denton 
(Rylander) or at Fort Worth (McCart and 
Wilson). 

Owls.—The Screech Owl was seen and heard 
at Denton for the first time in several years (Ry- 
lander). 

Goatsuckers—The Common Nighthawk was 
scarcer than last year at Camp Gruber (Baum- 
gartner), at Denton (Rylander) and at Fort 
Worth (McCart and Wilson). 

Hummingbirds—Only one Ruby-throat was 
seen at Denton (Rylander) and no breeding males 
were seen all summer at Fort Worth (McCart 
and Wilson). 

Woodpeckers.—Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
more common than usual at Denton (Rylander) 
but this species was not seen at Fort Worth 
(McCart and Wilson). The Texas Woodpecker 
was observed in three localities near Fort Worth 
where it is seldom found in the summer (McCart 
and Wilson). 

Flycatchers.—A Least Flycatcher was seen and 
heard at Camp Gruber on June 23 (Baumgartner 
and P. Lawson). This is apparently the first late 
June record for this species in eastern Oklahoma. 
At Fort Worth, 2 Least Flycatchers were seen on 
Aug. 4 (McCart and Wilson). This species is 
seldom reported before the end of August in this 
locality. 

Swallows.—A Bank Swallow at Fort Worth on 
June 7 was the first summer record for this species 
(McCart and Wilson). Cliff Swallows showed a 
definite increase at Camp Gruber (A. M. Baum- 
gartner). This species was abundant at Fort 
Worth, where 41 nests in various phases of con- 
struction were found under one bridge (McCart 
and Wilson). 
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Wrens and Thrashers ——A House Wren nest was 
found in Delaware County, Okla., along Spavinaw 
Creek (M. Ginter). This is the first nesting rec- 
ord for this locality. The Carolina Wren was 
present in larger numbers than usual at Fort 
Worth (McCart and Wilson). A male Rock Wren 
took up a singing territory below the Fort Gibson 
Reservoir dam in Cherokee County, Okla. This 
bird was observed from July 2 to 10 and then 
disappeared (Norman). Brown Thrashers were 
unusually plentiful at both Denton (Rylander) 
and Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson). As many 
as 10 individuals were seen in one day at both 
localities. 

Shrikes.—Loggerhead Shrikes were seen at Den- 
ton on July 30 (Rylander) and at Fort Worth 
as early as July 28 (McCart and Wilson). These 
are very early dates and raise the possibility that 
the species bred locally. 

Starlings—The number of breeding pairs of 
Common Starlings showed a decided increase at 
both Stillwater and Camp Gruber (Baumgartner). 

Vireos—More than 20 song and sight records 
were obtained for Bell’s Vireo at Fort Worth, in- 
dicating a remarkable increase since only 4 mid- 
summer records are known for the past 25 years 
(McCart and Wilson). A pair of Yellow-throated 
Vireos nested in Mohawk Park, Tulsa (Ginter and 
E. Letson). This is the second reported nesting 
of the species in Tulsa County. Warbling Vireos 
were apparently fairly common in the Mangum- 
Altus, Okla., region where as many as 6 individ- 
uals were seen (Brummett). This species has 
been seldom reported in southwestern Oklahoma. 

Warblers—A pair of Blue-winged Warblers 
apparently nested along Spavinaw Creek in Dela- 
ware County, Okla. A singing male was heard 
on several dates in May and June (Norman) and 
on July 14 an adult was seen carrying food (Nor- 
man and Baumgartner). This is a new locality 
record for the nesting period. At Fort Worth the 
Blue-wing was recorded 4 times between June 1 
and July 2 and was believed to have nested. This 
was the first record suggesting breeding for 25 
years (McCart and Wilson). An immature Parula 
Warbler was seen in the same locality on Aug. 4 
and again on Aug. 11 (Wilson). This species 
breeds infrequently in the Fort Worth area. Two 
Mourning Warblers were seen near Okemah, 
Okla., on June 24 (Hutcherson). This species is 
rare in the State and a mid-summer date is sur- 
prising. At Fort Worth an immature Mourning 
Warbler was noted on Aug. 4. This date is ex- 
actly two months earlier than heretofore recorded 
(McCart and Wilson). 

Tanagers—A male Scarlet Tanager was seen 
and heard in Cherokee County, Okla. There are 
few summer records for this species in Okla- 
homa (Baumgartner and Norman). 

Finches and Sparrows——Painted Buntings re- 
vealed a marked increase in numbers at Altus, 
Okla., where as many as 10 were seen in one day 
(Brummett). A pair of Red Crossbills was seen 
on several days during July in Ponca City, Okla. 
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(Mr. and Mrs. C. Marshall). This is the second 
summer record in Oklahoma and suggests that 
some of the birds seen last winter and spring may 
have remained in the State. Grasshopper Spar- 
rows were fairly common at Fort Worth. This 
species was last recorded during the first week in 
August, two weeks later than any previous rec- 
ord (McCart and Wilson).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, 
Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—June: Rain fell in 
the Brownsville area on One or two occasions but 
failed to reach the coast. Drying winds blew 
every day with 
maximum _ speeds 
of from 19 to 33 
miles per hour 
(average, 15.4 
m.p.h.). July: 
Drought conditions 
prevailed following 
the drying winds, 
high temperatures, 
and lack of precip- 
August: The weather remained dry and 
sunny throughout August over the general region 
in spite of 6.11 inches of rain in the Brownsville 
area. From Jan. 1, to August, records show a 
rainfall deficiency of 9.98 inches in the southern 
part of the region. 

Birds in the South Texas area have been dealt 
with harshly by Mother Nature during winter, 
spring and summer this year. The unusual freeze 
of the last 3 days of January and the first 3 days 
in February has already been included in the 
Winter Season Report. Along with the more com- 
mon birds killed during the freeze on the Santa 
Ana Refuge, south of Alamo, Tex., were 3 Chach- 
alacas and 4 White-fronted Doves (Luther C. 
Goldman). 

During the spring, May 6th to 7th, a “Norther” 
struck a late peak movement of warblers, orioles, 
and flycatchers along the Gulf Coast and caused 
the destruction of thousands of them. Many dead 
birds were washed upon the Gulf shore along 
Padre Island near Port Isabel (C. W. Foss). 
Small migrants that weathered the north wind of 
the cold front arrived at the mainland on the 
west shore of Laguna Madre in a very tired con- 
dition on the morning of the 7th (LCG, Dr. Ira 
N. Gabrielson). Thousands of others were ob- 
served dead or disabled in the Corpus Christi 
area. Several hundreds of these were picked up 
for identification by Miss Pauline James, professor 
at A. and I. College at Kingsville, Tex. Over 
half of the dead birds at Corpus Christi were 
Magnolia Warblers (PJ). Other species included 
in the dead, crippled, and temporarily exhausted 
migrants were: Hermit Thrush, Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Black 
and White Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Bay- 
breasted Warbler, Oven-bird, Northern Water- 
thrush, Common Yellowthroat (at least 4 races), 
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Hooded Warbler, Am. Redstart, Orchard Oriole. 
Baltimore Oriole, Indigo Bunting, and several 
kinds of flycatchers. 

In addition to the severe winter and the spring 
catastrophe, there has been the drought, the 
worst in 36 years. These weather conditions have 
all had their effects on the nesting season. 

Water Birds——Brown Pelicans that had a some- 
what-below-normal nesting season last year had 
a repeat this year with hundreds of adults having 
been killed in the freeze. White Pelicans nested 
in normal numbers. Many non-nesters stayed in 
the Lower Laguna Madre area as usual. Audubon 
Warden John Larson reported that an estimated 
3000 Reddish Egrets arrived at Bird Island at 
the usual time and had a normal nesting season. 
Other waders, with usual success, were Wood Ibis, 
White-faced Ibis, and Am. Egrets. Snowy Egrets 
and Louisiana Herons arrived in usual numbers 
but many of these left after a week without nest- 
ing on the island. Last winter's kill of fish, both 
small and large, and the resultant scarcity in the 
vicinity of Bird Island may account in part for 
the reduced numbers of Snowy Egrets and Louis- 
iana Herons nesting there. Two Least Bitterns 
were successfully reared on East Lake of the 
Santa Ana Refuge (LCG). 

Ducks.—Six broods of Black-bellied Tree-ducks 
were observed in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
and, with this knowledge, we can report a suc- 
cessful nesting season for this tropical species. 
One pair of Fulvous Tree-ducks nested on a small 
pond 4 miles north of San Benito. Nine downy 
young were observed on July 19 (LCG). This 
and another brood of downy juveniles, observed 
by the writer last year on Aug. 26, 4 miles north- 
east of San Benito, constitute the southernmost 
nesting records of Fulvous Tree-ducks in the 
United States. At least one pair of Mottled Ducks 
was observed on each fresh water pothole of any 
size on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge. Nesting 
began late. The drought conditions caused these 
birds to move about considerably as pond after 
pond dried up. The peak of numbers was reached 
during the second week in July, with about 75 
adults for the area. At least 35 of this number, 
noticed in one flock on July 9, had already with- 
drawn from some site of early nesting outside of 
the refuge. The Laguna Atascosa is an old stand- 
by for parent ducks which have to move their 
youngsters from dried-up potholes nearby to its 
shallow brackish waters. Several broods were 
noted during July on the refuge. One pair of 
Mottled Ducks raised only 4 young from a brood 
of 11. 

Hawks.—Harris’s Hawks and Sennett’s White- 
tailed Hawks were not so successful as in the 
previous year on the Laguna Refuge. Both adult 
and young Harris’s Hawks were less in evidence 
this summer. Only 2 young were reared suc- 
cessfully out of 3 White-tailed Hawk nests. 

Gallinaceous Birds.——Scaled Quail and Bob- 
white nesting was delayed because of the drought: 
however, coveys noted the last part of August and 


September have been large. Chachalaca numbers 
were down following the freeze and but few 
young were observed. The Turkey population 
on King Ranch suffered from the freeze and 
drought, and numbers were greatly reduced 
(Bryon Thomas). 

Gallinules and Coots.—The deeper fresh-watet 
potholes that contained some water through the 
drought were popular nesting places. Gallinules 
and Am. Coots had a long drawn-out season. 
Downy young of Florida Gallinules were still ob- 
served on Sept. 3 and juveniles of Am. Coots 
were observed in 3 separate age groups on this 
same date. 

Shorebirds.—The first juvenile Wilson’s Plovers 
in natal down were found on May 21. Willets 
were paired and showing signs of nesting by April 
4. The first nest containing a complete set of 
4 eggs was found June 2. Several sizes of Willet 
juveniles, from young just hatched to birds 2/3 
adult size, were noted on June 20. The numbers 
of Wilson’s Plovers and Willets produced indi- 
cated a slight increase over last year. 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers.—The spoil banks 
in the Laguna Madre along the Intra-Coastal 
Canal have afforded very good nesting colony 
sites for Laughing Gulls, Royal Terns, Caspian 
Terns, Least Terns and Black Skimmers. All these 
species had an especially good season. One spoil 
island visited near the Laguna Refuge on June 16 
and July 8 contained approximately 200 Laughing 
Gull nests, 50 Caspian Tern nests and 400 Royal 
Tern nests. Black Skimmers, and Least Terns 
nested nearby (LCG). 

Doves and Pigeons—Mourning Doves and 
Mexican Ground Doves had a very good season. 
Mourning Dove nests were found with eggs on 
May 16. Two nests were still observed with well- 
fledged young on Sept. 28. One pair of Mourning 
Doves was observed to nest successfully 3 times. 
The pair was under the daily obervation of Steelie 
Smith at Alamo. Red-billed Pigeons arrived on 
March 2. Their habitat has been greatly reduced, 
like that of the White-winged Dove and White- 
fronted Dove. In spite of this, more Pigeons 
were produced this year in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley than at any time in the last 3 years. Nests 
with the customary single egg were under obser- 
vation at Santa Ana Refuge. White-winged Doves 
fared badly in the drought that extended deep 
into Mexico. During the last 3 years especially, 
native trees and brush have been destroyed by 
the thousands of acres in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley to open more land for farming. With their 
native brush gone, White-winged Doves had 
turned to the citrus groves for nesting habitat, 
and large nesting colonies had developed. How- 
ever, last winter’s freeze killed or set back thou- 
sands of citrus trees and many farmers bull- 
dozed whole groves out to make more room for 
King Cotton, and thus, destroyed important nest- 
ing colony sites. Loss of nesting areas, the 
drought, and the great reduction in the planting 
of small grains in favor of cotton, had their ef- 
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fect on the White-winged Dove population. 
Hunter-kill data for the 3-day open season in 
September on this species, show a ratio of 1 adult 
to .61 young. The total estimated population was 
205,000 compared to 900,000 for 1950 (Texas 
Game Commission). Inca Doves are increasing in 
Valley towns. 

Passerines—Only 1 Rose-throated Becard has 
been observed since the freeze and it is very 
doubtful that any nesting of this species was ac- 
complished this summer in South Texas. Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers began arriving at the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge the 19th of March. The first 
nest was found on May 25. Fledgling young were 
found on June 17 and July 9. Derby Flycatchers 
nested early in May. However, fully-fledged 
young were being fed in the vicinity of a nest at 
San Benito on Sept. 3, indicating a late nesting 
date. Sennett’s Warblers were noticeably scarce 
following the freeze and singing individuals were 
heard only a few times on the Santa Ana Refuge. 
Yellow-breasted Chats were very common. Hood- 
ed Orioles were normally abundant. Alta Mira 
Orioles were observed and reported present on 
several occasions during the winter but none had 
ever been discovered nesting in the State. How- 
ever, Sam Grimes of Jacksonville, Fla., observed 
one building its nest near Santa Maria, Tex. An 
old nest hanging nearby indicated the Alta Mira 
Orioles had nested the previous season, also. 
Terry Gill of La Feria, Tex., photographed the 
oriole at its nest on July 4 in both color and 
black and white to clinch the new nesting record 
for the State. The nest is approximately 16 in. 
long and contained 1 young (TG). Boat-tailed 
Grackles reached a peak in nesting, May 25. One 
colony located in huisache trees on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge contained 170 nests. Nesting 
was nearly over and the colony deserted by July 9. 
Red-eyed Cowbirds had a normal nesting season. 
One full-grown Red-eyed Cowbird was still be- 
ing fed by an Audubon Oriole on Sept. 3. <A 
Varied Bunting was heard singing at Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on May 21. Immature Texas 
Sparrows were found abundantly in many places 
in the Valley to indicate a successful season.— 
LUTHER C. GOLDMAN, Laguna Atascosa Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, San Benito, Tex. 


PALOUSE — NORTHERN ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—May and June were charac- 
terized by unusually cool weather, maximum 
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maximum ranging from 82 to 89 degrees. The 
highest temperature recorded in northern Idaho 
was 96 degrees. Rainfall during this entire period 
was almost non-existent. There were a few rainy 
days in June, but throughout all of July and 
August drought conditions prevailed, with one 
clear, hot day following another. Several days 
in July were partly cloudy, and on August 22 
there was a light rain in northern Idaho, the first 
in over two months. The cool weather in June 
delayed nesting activities to some extent, but after 
the first of July optimum conditions prevailed, 
and numerous broods of fully-fledged young were 
in evidence the latter part of the month. Breed- 
ing birds in this region unquestionably had un- 
usually favorable weather in which to rear their 
young this year. 

Waterfowl—Mallards nested as usual in late 
March and early April. A female with 9 newly- 
hatched young was seen at Pullman, Wash., May 
6, and another with a brood of 12 at Potlatch, 
Idaho, May 12 (TDB). At Missoula, Mont., 2 
female Wood Ducks, each with 6 young, were 
seen on the Clark Fork River, July 1, and a fe- 
male Hooded Merganser with 4 or 5 small young 
was also observed there that day (R. L. Hand). 

Hawks.—At Missoula on July 1 a Sparrow 
Hawk was seen to enter its nest hole from which 
sounds of the young could be plainly heard 
(RLH). 

Shorebirds.—In northern Idaho the Killdeer 
again nested in late March, two broods of young 
that had been out of the nest fully a week being 
observed at Moscow on May 8 (TDB). In west- 
ern Montana this plover apparently nested late, 
the first small young being noted at Missoula, 
June 23 (RLH). Wilson’s Snipe were heard 
“winnowing” regularly through July 1 at Missoula, 
and probably nested there, although other years 
this species has been recorded only as a transient 
or winter visitant (RLH). 

Doves.—A_ single fledgling Mourning Dove, 
barely able to fly and evidently just out of the 
nest, was seen at Missoula, June 17 (RLH). 

Owls.—A rather early breeding record for the 
Long-eared Owl is that of two almost fully-fledged 
young of the year noted at Pullman, Wash., on 
May 6 (TDB). 

Hummingbirds.—On June 30 a female Rufous 
Hummingbird was found incubating on a nest at 
Missoula from which the 2 young left, July 21. 
On July 16 these nestlings were large enough to 
poke their bills above the nest rim (RLH). 

Woodpeckers—At Yakima, in eastern Wash- 
ington, resident woodpeckers were reported less 
numerous than usual, and it was suspected that 
this was due to mortality caused by the abnor- 
mally cold winters recently experienced. The few 
nests found this spring included one of the Hairy 
Woodpecker with 4 fresh eggs on May 19, one of 
the White-headed Woodpecker with 3 eggs on 
June 16, and a single nest of the Red-naped Sap- 
sucker with newly-hatched young on June 10 
(J. B. Hurley). Well-grown young of the Yellow- 
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bellied Sapsucker were seen at Missoula, Aug. 12 
(RLH). Although normally scarce and rarely 
seen in northern Idaho, the Three-toed Wood- 
pecker was found to be fairly common this June 
at Avery, in Shoshone County. Four males were 
observed within a rather limited area, and a nest 
in which the female was incubating was noted 
on June 21 near Dismal Lake (TDB). 

Flycatchers and Swallows—At Missoula 2 late 
broods of Traill’s Flycatchers were noted, July 28 
and 29. Tree Swallows were feeding fledglings 
on July 15 (RLH). 

Jays.—Two broods of fully-grown Canada Jays 
were seen at Avery, June 21 (TDB). In the 
Yakima Valley, Steller’s Jays were reported in 
normal numbers, and nesting at their usual time. 
Seven nests were found, April 28 and 29, with 
4 eggs each in six, and in the other, 3 (JBH). 
At Missoula the first young Am. Magpies out of 
the nest were observed, July 1 (RLH). 

Wrens through Vireos—At Missoula the first 
fledgling Catbirds were seen on July 15, and the 
earliest fledgling Am. Robins, June 12. Well- 
fledged young Warbling Vireos were watched be- 
ing fed by the parent birds on the rather late 
date of Aug. 14 (RLH). At Pullman, Wash., 2 
young Am. Robins, out of the nest for some time 
and almost fully grown, were noted on May 13 
(early), while at Potlatch, Idaho, a nest with 3 
well-fledged young was found, Aug. 13 (late) 
(TDB). In the Yakima Valley the Sage Thrasher 
was reported extremely scarce, and rarely seen. 
Townsend’s Solitaires nested later than usual; the 
first nest, found June 2, held 5 fresh eggs (JBH). 

Warblers—tIn northern Idaho the Townsend’s 
Warbler was found to be a fairly common breed- 
ing bird on the higher ridges in Clearwater 
County, this being as far south as this species 
has as yet been noted in the State during the 
summer months. The Northern Water-thrush, 
rarely observed in Idaho, was found to be fairly 
common as a breeding bird in the vicinity of St. 
Maries, 3 singing males being seen there on June 
19 (TDB). In the Yakima Valley, a pair of 
Audubon’s Warblers was observed, June 16, work- 
ing on a partially finished nest (JBH). 

Blackbirds——The Bobolink is apparently in- 
creasing in numbers in northern Idaho as a 
breeding bird, breeding colonies being noted for 
the first time this year at St. Maries (June 19) 
and Calder (June 22) (TDB). The first young 
Brown-headed Cowbird barely out of the nest, 
was seen at Moscow on July 6, while on July 28 
another young bird, still unable to fly, was 
watched at Potlatch being fed by a pair of Song 
Sparrows (TDB). 

Finches and Sparrows——At Missoula, fledgling 
Oregon Juncos, not long out of the nest, were 
seen, June 17 (RLH). In previous years the 
Black-headed Grosbeak has, in Idaho, been found 
nesting up to an altitude of 6500 feet, so it was 
of interest this spring to find a nest at Lewiston 
at an altitude of 840 feet. It held 2 fresh eggs 
on June 6 (TDB). Scarce and of rather local 





occurrence in northern Idaho, the Grasshopper 
Sparrow was found to have apparently nested at 
Potlatch for the first time this spring, 3 well- 
grown young being seen there, Aug. 4 (TDB). 
At Yakima the Sage Sparrow was present in 
normal numbers, and nested at the usual time. 
One nest, found April 8, held 3 partially incu- 
bated eggs. A Song Sparrow’s nest with 4 well- 
incubated eggs was found on May 20, and 2 nests 
of the Oregon Junco, with 4 fresh eggs in each. 
were found, May 20 and 30; the nesting dates for 
both these species were about normal (JBH). 
—Tuomas D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, Uni- 
versity of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—In general, the nesting sea- 
son throughout the region was successful and 
compared favorably with previous years. During 
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May the weather was somewhat cold and storm) 
and some shorebird nests were flooded; but ap- 
parently most of these birds renested. Precipita- 
tion during June and July was very light over 
most of the Region, but water in the streams and 
ponds held up very well, and in the northern part 
the stream flow has been above normal again 
this year. 

Grebes and. Pelicans—Five hundred Western 
Grebes and 1200 White Pelicans were observed 
on June 12 at Pyramid Lake, Nev., by Fred G. 
Evenden, Jr. Eared and Western Grebes were 
common throughout the period at Sheldon An- 
telope Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif., according 
to M. C. Aldous. C. W. Lockerbie reported a 
pair of Western Grebes with 2 young at Farm- 
ington Bay Refuge near Salt Lake City, this being 
the first breeding record for this species on the 
area. Lockerbie also observed a Pied-billed Grebe 
with downy young at Farmington Bay on Aug. 
12, which is an unusually late date. An esti- 
mated 1000 Western Grebes and several pairs of 
Eared and Pied-billed Grebes nested at Bear 
River Refuge, Utah. White Pelicans nested suc- 
cessfully on the islands of Great Salt Lake, and 
on Aug. 16 it was estimated that 8700 were 
using the BRR as a feeding ground. 

Cormorants and Herons.——At the Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev., on Aug. 15, Richard S. Rodgers 
counted 35 Great Blue Herons, 40 Snowy Egrets, 
75 Black-crowned Night Herons, 50 Am. Bitterns. 
and 25 White-faced Ibis. F. Sheldon Dart re- 
ported the Snowy Egret and White-faced Ibis 
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first seen at Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, on 
June |. Approximately 77 pairs of Double-crested 
Cormorants, 42 pairs of Great Blue Herons, 119 
pairs of Snowy Egrets, 66 pairs of Black-crowned 
Night Herons, and 796 pairs of White-faced Ibis 
nested at Bear River Refuge: this is a 100% in- 
crease for the ibis over last year, and a 50% 
decrease for the Snowy Egret. The Double-crested 
Cormorant is increasing at Farmington Bay 
Refuge, but is not nesting there (CWL). 

Waterfowl—Four Trumpeter Swans were at 
Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Aug. 15 (RSR). No 
geese nested at the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, this 
vear, but on the Snake River Islands, Idaho, there 
were 24 Canada Goose nests with a total produc- 
tion of 69 goslings (FSD). Canada Geese nested 
in all suitable areas at the Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (MCA); they reached a 
peak of 600 on Aug. 15 at Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev. (RSR). At BRR 347 broods of young Canada 
Geese were counted on May 24 as compared with 
a count of 310 broods for last year on the same 
date. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported that the breed- 
ing season in central Wyoming was comparatively 
wet and there was an increase over previous years 
in the number of ducks and geese nesting in this 
locality. An estimated 575 ducks were produced 
on the Deer Flat Refuge, 90% being Mallards; 
on the Snake River Islands there was a 10% in- 
crease in duck nesting over 1950; a total of 955 
ducks were produced, 95% being Mallards (FSD). 
At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mallard and 
Pintail nested in large numbers, and there was 
some production of Green-winged Teal, Blue- 
winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal. and Redhead 
(CMA). At the Farmington Bay Refuge near 
Salt Lake City, 300 young Redheads were counted 
on one pond, Aug. 12; 2 broods were in down 
and not over a week old, according to Lockerbie, 
who reported that Redheads are showing the best 
increase in the nesting ducks. At Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev., a census on Aug. 15 revealed 1500 
Mallards, 1500 Pintail, 1500 Cinnamon Teal, 800 
Redheads, 800 Ruddy Ducks, 250 Shovellers, 200 
Gadwall, as well as small numbers of Am. Wid- 
geon, Greater and Lesser Scaup. and Ring-necked 
Ducks (RSR). The duck nesting population and 
production at BRR compared favorably with pre- 
vious years; a total of 434 nests were found on 
10 sample plots as compared with 462 for last 
year. Total duck production at BRR this year 
is estimated at 31,500. The Am. Coot showed 
a marked increase at BRR this year; it is esti- 
mated that 10,500 were produced. 

Vultures and Hawks.—On Aug. 15 a census at 
Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., included 100 Turkey 
Vultures, 5 Red-tailed Hawks, 25 Marsh Hawks, 
and 25 Sparrow Hawks (RSR). The Marsh 
Hawk is the most common hawk at the Sheldon 
Refuge, Nev.; also present throughout the period 
were the Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Fer- 
ruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, 
and Sparrow Hawk (MCA). Only one Goshawk 
and one Swainson’s Hawk were recorded during 
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the period at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo. (Don 
Watson). The number of breeding hawks and 
Golden Eagles in central Wyoming continues to 
diminish (OKS). 

Cranes, Rails and Coots.-— Twenty Sandhill 
Cranes were counted at the Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev., on Aug. 15 (RSR). One Sandhill Crane 
was at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Nev., during 
the first part of the period (CMA). Am. Coots 
were reported in their usual numbers throughout 
the Region, with an increase at BRR where 877 
broods were counted. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns—In central Wy- 
oming the shorebird migration has been good. 
Large numbers of Baird’s Sandpipers and Marbled 
Godwits arrived by Aug. 5; breeding populations 
of the Wilson’s Phalarope and Am. Avocet were 
about the same as the previous year, but the 
Long-billed Curlew was not found near Casper 
this year (OKS). Aldous noted that the Kill- 
deer was very abundant at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., 
and large numbers of Am. Avocets were at Swan 
Lake. Six Spotted Sandpipers were reported at 
Mesa Verde Nat’l. Park, Colo. (DW). California 
Gulls are on the increase in the Farmington Bay 
area, where thousands were observed on May 6 
(CWL). Several Snowy Plover adults, and Black- 
necked Stilt and Am. Avocet nests, were observed 
on June 12 at Stillwater Refuge, near Fallon, 
Nev.; Spotted Sandpipers were seen on June 11 
at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., Stampede 
Valley, Sierra Co., Calif.. and Derby Dam, Wa- 
shoe Co., Nev., and Wilson’s Phalarope at Fern- 
ley Sinks, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). At BRR 530 
nesting pairs of Am. Avocets were counted; also 
3643 California Gull nests containing 8540 eggs, 
311 Forster’s Tern nests. and 12 Caspian Tern 
nests. 

Doves—A few Mourning Doves were noted 
along the Carson River, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). 
At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mourning Dove 
is common to abundant (MCA), and at BRR, 
Utah, 50 were counted on Aug. 15. 

Owls through Nighthawks—One Horned Owl 
brood of 4 young was ready to leave nest at 
Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., at beginning 
of the period, Poor-wills were common in the 
higher elevations of the Refuge, and Common 
Nighthawks were present throughout the period 
(MCA). Approximately 50 Short-eared Owls 
nested at the BRR. The Poor-will was present in 
small numbers during the period at Mesa Verde 
Park, Colo. (DW), and one was noted at Prosser 
Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., June 11 (FGE). 

Passerine Birds. — At the Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge Horned Larks, Cliff Swallows, Rock 
Wrens, Am. Robins, Loggerhead Shrikes, Western 
Meadowlarks, Red-winged Blackbirds, Brewer’s 
Blackbirds, Green-tailed Towhees, and Brewer’s 
Sparrows are common summer residents. The 
Mountain Bluebird was common on this area 
until Aug. 1; the Red Crossbill was first observed 
during the latter part of July (CMA). Summer 
residents at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, Colo., include 
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the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Rough- 
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, House Wren, Soli- 
tary Vireo, Virginia’s Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 
Audubon’s Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warb- 
ler, Macgillivray’s Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Black-capped Warbler, Bullock’s Oriole, Western 
Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Chipping 
Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (DW). Evenden reported 
observations of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Rock 
Wren, Western Bluebird, Mountain Bluebird, and 
Black-capped Warbler, June 13, on Carson River, 
Lyon Co., Nev.; Say’s Phoebe and Mountain Blue- 
bird, June 11, at Stampede Valley, Sierra Co.., 
Calif.; Rock Wren, Western Bluebird and Yellow 
Warbler, June 11, at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., 
Calif.; and Nashville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 
Hermit Warbler, Western Tanager, and Black- 
headed Grosbeak, June 11, at Lake Tahoe, El 
Dorado Co., Calif—VANEz T. WILSON and Ross 
H. Norr, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, 
Brigham, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION .—The weather has been 
hot and continued dry, with unusually high 
humidity. The general drought still is unbroken, 
although some 
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Loons were seen 
on the California side of Havasu Lake opposite 
Pittsburg Pt., Aug. 7 (Gale Monson), the first 
August record for the lower Colorado valley. 
Sixteen Double-crested Cormorant nests were 
found on the Bosque del Apache Nat’l. Wildlife 
Refuge, San Antonio, N. Mex. (Raymond Fleet- 
wood). Eighty per cent of young in about 32 
Am, Egret nests on the Bosque Refuge failed to 
survive, as did 95% of young in about 125 Snowy 
Egret nests; this was unaccountable, as food and 
water conditions seemed favorable (RF). About 
15 young Snowy Egrets found dead in the Coun- 
try Club Rookery at El Paso, Tex., July 8, were 
thought to have been victims of a heavy wind- 
storm (Lena McBee). Mortality in young egrets, 
particularly Snowy Egrets, has also been un- 
accountably high in nests at Topock, Ariz., on 
the Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge; even so. 
about 148 Am. Egret young and 112 Snowy Egret 
young survived (GM). The Least Bittern con- 
tinues very scarce in the Colorado valley, with 
only 1 summer record, at Perry Thompson Bay 
on Havasu Lake, 

Waterfowl—Two Canada Geese seen at To- 
pock, Aug. 10, were apparently returning mi- 
grants, and not cripples (Edgar Gomer, GM). 


Production of Mallards at the Bosque Refuge 
was only one-half of last year’s, the result of a 
short water supply (RF). Each summer finds a 
few ducks of various species, mainly Gadwall. 
Am. Widgeon, Redheads, Lesser Scaups, and 
Ruddy Ducks, in desert localities. This year, at 
Arivaca Jct. (“Kinsley’s”), Ariz., 2 Gadwall. 
1 Am. Widgeon, 1 to 2 Redheads, and 2 Lesser 
Scaups were seen at various times in June and 
July (Steve Gallizioli, C. Lockerbie, Allan Phil- 
lips). The Gadwall is becoming well-established 
as a breeding duck at Topock: a nest was found, 
June 19, a brood of 3 ducklings was seen on 
June 27, and 2 broods (one of 5 ducklings, one 
of 6) were seen on July 11 (GM). An Am. Wid- 
geon was found near Tucson, Ariz., July 11 (AP). 
Two Redheads were observed at Willow Beach 
on Lake Mohave, Ariz.-Nev., July 7 (Russell 
Grater), and 6 were noted at Topock, July 1! 
(GM). Seven Ruddy Ducks, of which at least 
4 were young more than half grown, were seeh 
at Arivaca Jet., July 15 (AP). 

Hawks.—A gathering of 42 Swainson’s Hawks 
was seen in a Bermuda Grass field near Roll. 
Ariz., July 14 (SG). A Harris’s Hawk was noted 
near Tucson, June 4 (AP). A pair of Mexican 
Black Hawks was observed at Blue Point, Ariz.. 
at the confluence of the Salt and Verde Rivers. 
June 30 (AP, Lewis Yaeger). A Golden Eagle 
was observed at Mohave Rock, along the Colo- 
rado River below Topock, July 26, the first sum- 
mer record for the Colorado valley (GM). Early 
arriving Marsh Hawks were: 1 seen at the south- 
ern tip of Nevada, opposite Ft. Mohave, Ariz.. 
Aug. 15 (Warren Pulich), and 1 noted 10 miles 
south of Safford, Ariz., Aug. 16 (SG). 

Rails, Gallinules and Coots.——A pair of adult 
Virginia Rails with at least 6 young was observed 
on the Bosque Refuge, July 11, conclusively es- 
tablishing the species as a breeding bird in New 
Mexico (RF). A Sora was seen at Boulder 
Beach, Lake Mead, Nev., Aug. 11 (Gordon Gul- 
lion, Nora Poyser). Two to 3 Purple Gallinules 
dropped in on or near Tucson, July 5 to 8, with 
the last survivor killed by a dog, July 10 (Ivan 
Peters, AP). The breeding population of Am. 
Coots was considerably reduced at the Bosque 
Refuge (RF); a pair (noted July 15 to 22) nested 
at Arivaca Jct. (Anders Anderson, AP). 

Shorebirds and Terns. —Two Snowy Plover 
were lingering at Topock, June 6 (GM). Two 
early Black-bellied Plover were seen on the lower 
part of Havasu Lake, Aug. 7 (GM). Unusually 
early returning Spotted Sandpipers were 1 at 
Topock. June 27 (GM), and 1 at Granite Reef 
Dam, Ariz.. on the Salt River, June 30 (AP, LY). 
As evidence of the remarkably early return of 
arctic-nesting shorebirds, 2 Least or Western 
Sandpipers were seen at Havasu Lake, July 3: 
both species were identified near Parker, Ariz.. 
July 7 (GM). A White-rumped Sandpiper was 
noted on the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 3 (RF). A 
pair of Least Terns nested on the Bitter Lake 
Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Roswell, N. Mex., a first 
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oreeding record for the State (Ray Hunter). A 
Black Tern was seen between headquarters and 
the checking station on the North Rim of Grand 
Canyon Nat’l. Park, Ariz., July 31 (Harry and 
Ruth Crockett). 

Cuckoos through Kinegfishers—A Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was seen in Tucson, where it is rare, June 
21, and was noted again, July 1 (AP). Two 
Burrowing Owls were seen 9 miles northeast of 
Douglas, Ariz., July 19 (SG), and 2 young were 
seen in House Rock Valley, Ariz., July 26 
(Crocketts). Two Whip-poor-wills were noted 
in Big McKnight Canyon on the Gila Nat’l. 
Forest, N. Mex., June 27 (C. Pose). A Black- 
chinned Hummingbird was still apparently brood- 
ing on the very late date of Aug. 15, at Anthony, 
N. Mex. (LM). At least 24 Rufous Humming- 
birds were feeding at Indian Paintbrush about 
10 miles north of Chama, N. Mex., July 14 (RF), 
ind the species was feeding in numbers at the 
flowers of Arizona Thistle at Cape Royal on the 
North Rim of Grand Canyon Park, July 25 
(Crocketts). The first returning Belted King- 
fisher at the Bosque Refuge was noted on July 
26 (RF). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows. — Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers were noted during the period at 
Albuquerque and Belen, N. Mex., where they may 
have nested (RF). One was seen between Belen 
and Los Lunas, July 21 (F. Pose). Two Cassin’s 
Kingbirds were seen in the Bill Williams Delta, 
June 5, (GM). Two Ariz. Crested Flycatchers 
(including 1 collected), were noted in the south- 
ern tip of Nevada, opposite Ft. Mohave, July 19; 
it least one other was seen in the same place, 
Aug. 16 (WP). These are the first records for 
Nevada, and constitute a further extension of 
range as noted in the spring migration report. 
The first returning Black Phoebes observed at 
Havasu Lake were 2 at Needles Landing, June 28 
(GM); the first ones noted at Tucson were 2, 
July 11 (AP). A Western Flycatcher lingered 
at Topock until June 20, while the first returning 
migrants were already present in the Bill Wil- 
liams Delta, July 13 (GM). Western Wood 
Pewees continued scarce at the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon, while they were common on the 
North Rim (Harold Bryant). A very late mi- 
grant was noted at Parker Dam, Calif., June 18 
(GM). A male Vermilion Flycatcher was seen 
on the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 10, an unusually 
early date (RF). A pair of Violet-green Swal- 
lows was feeding young in an aspen on the North 
Rim of Grand Canyon Park, July 20 to Aug. 4 
(HB). Apparently summering Tree Swallows 
were 1 noted at Icehouse Bend, near Needles, 
Calif., June 19, and another at Topock, carrying 
an egret feather, June 20 (GM). An early return- 
ing Bank Swallow was noted at Jop’s Harbor on 
Havasu Lake, July 3 (GM). 

Nutcrackers through Mockers—The oddest oc- 
currence of the period is the presence of Clark’s 
Nutcrackers in the area of Boulder City, Nev. 
Two were seen at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, 
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June 17 to July 1 (NP), and 1 to 2 were present 
in Boulder City from July 1 to the end of the 
period (WP). A Verdin’s nest was found in a 
juniper at an elevation of about 3000 feet in the 
Dead Mts., Nev., Aug. 16 (GG, WP). A Red- 
breasted Nuthatch was seen at Boulder Beach, 
Lake Mead, July 25 (NP). The Mockingbird is 
increasing as a nesting bird in Tucson, possibly as 
a result of the drought (AP). A Catbird was seen 
at Navajo, on the narrow-gauge railway west of 
Dulces, on the Jicarilla Apache Indian Reserva- 
tion, N. Mex., July 13; another was seen, near 
Parkview, Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex., July 15 (RF). 

Thrushes through Wood Warblers——A_ juve- 
nile Am. Robin was observed at El Paso, about 
May 25, the third evidence of the species’ breed- 
ing there (LM). A pair of Olive-backed Thrushes, 
with at least 1 young, was found near Los Brazos, 
Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex., July 15, a first breeding 
record for the State (J. Stokely Ligon). Moun- 
tain Bluebird young left their bird box nest at 
Ruidoso, N. Mex., Aug. 7 (LM). A Townsend’s 
Solitaire remained at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, 
until June 4 (NP). A Phainopepla was seen on 
Mingus Mt. above Jerome, Ariz., Aug. 3 (Croc- 
ketts). A very late lingering Macgillivray’s 
Warbler was noted at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, 
June 12, and the species had already returned 
there, Aug. 10 (NP). A Yellow-breasted Chat 
was observed near El Rito, Rio Arriba Co., N. 
Mex., July 16 (RF). 

Blackbirds, Finches and Sparrows—A pair of 
Bobolinks was seen in a grassy meadow at the 
State Fish Hatchery near Park View, July 15, 
where they were undoubtedly nesting; if so, the 
first record for New Mexico (RF, JSL). Brewer's 
Blackbird again nested at Grand Canyon Village, 
on the South Rim of Grand Canyon Park (HB). 


Ten to 12 Boat-tailed Crackles were seen at 
Safford, Aug. 13 (SG). A male Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak was found at Boulder Beach, Lake 


Mead, June 21 (NP). Black-headed Grosbeaks 
were noted at or near Tucson, June 4 (AP) and 
23 (H. Jeter, AP), and July 4, 13, and 14 (AP). 
A Blue Grosbeak was noted in Tucson, where it 
is rare, July 5 (AP). Two Lazuli Buntings stayed 
at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, until June 13 
(NP). A Song Sparrow was noted along the Gila 
River at Arlington, Ariz., June 13 (CL).—GALE 
Monson, Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, 
Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The en- 
tire season was hot and dry. The most severe 
forest fires in 29 years burned over thousands of 
acres. Theed Pearse blamed the dry conditions 
for what appeared to be a poor nesting season 
at Comox, B. C., with summer visitors leaving 
early. Resident birds at Victoria just about held 
their own (A. R. Davidson). Observers in other 
places reported a good season. 

Loons through Herons —Common Loons were 
few at Comox; no young were seen. Red-throated 
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8 on the slough, and 2 
young at another point. 

Ducks.—Young Mallards were able to fly at 
Bellevue, July 28. Some Mallards, 1 lot of Green- 
winged Teal, and 2 broods of Wood Ducks were 
the only species of summering Anatinae at Co- 
mox. Hooded Mergansers were at an all-time 
low. Am. Mergansers were absent from their 
usual haunts: a flock of 50 at Point Holmes, 
July 20, were going into eclipse plumage. There 
were no parties of young birds (TP). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were 
nesting near Sooke, SE of Victoria, May 20 
(CJG). A female Red-tailed Hawk was brood- 
ing 1 young at Blaine, May 27 (Lucile H. Kline). 
There were still few predators at Comox. 

Shorebirds, Gulls —Black Oyster-catchers were 
displaying at Victoria, June 20 (ARD); young 
were flying, Aug. 15 (CJG). Killdeer were nest- 
ing at Blaine, May 22. At Comox, there was the 
best showing of Dowitchers ever; both species of 
yellow-legs were normal. Young Glaucous-winged 
Gulls were flying at Chain Is., Barkley Sound, 
west coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15; a few were 
still flightless (CJG). A large number of adult 
and immature Bonaparte’s Gulls were feeding 
on herring at Victoria, July 17 (CJG). Eight 
rare Heermann’s Gulls were seen, June 20 (ARD). 

Alcids, Pigeons——Rhinoceros Auklets (8) were 
in full breeding plumage at Victoria, July 2. They 
may have nested on an island in the area, as one 
was carrying herring, July 3, at 10-mile Point 
(CJG). Band-tailed Pigeons were in very small 
flocks at Victoria, June 24; 1 pair nested at Sooke, 
July 21. They steadily decreased at Comox; 1 
flock of 25+ was seen, June 25. 

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers—Common 
Nighthawks were generally late. The first were 
reported in NE Seattle on June 7 (Margaret 
Ivey), at Blaine on June 8 (where 1 pair was 
nesting, June 14—LHK), and at Victoria on 
June 9 (scarce—ARD). Nighthawks and Black 
Swifts steadily decreased at Comox. Rufous 
Hummingbirds were nesting at Blaine, May 15. 
They were in fair numbers at Victoria, but not 
so abundant as last year. Four nests of Red- 
shafted Flickers were noted in a small area in 
NE Seattle, May 1 (Florence Grove). They 
showed no increase at Comox. Lewis’s Wood- 


peckers (uncommon in lowlands) were feeding 
young at Bellevue, July 22, with 3 young flying, 
Aug. 2 (WH). Pileated and Downy Wood- 
peckers may show an increase at Comox. Two 
young Pileated were flying at Victoria, July 20. 

Flyvcatchers, Swallows.—Traill’s and Olive-sided 
Flycatchers were nesting at Blaine, June 20 
(LHK). The Western Flycatcher arrived at Vic- 
toria, June 7, in fair numbers; young were out of 
the nest, Aug. 10. The Olive-sided was first seen, 
June 22 (ARD). At Comox, young Violet-green 
Swallows were on the wing, June 26; the new 
colony of Cliff Swallows had about 20 nests (TP). 
Violet-greens were abundant at Victoria, with 
young flying by Aug. 2. Tree Swallows (not 
common) were feeding young, June 25 (ARD). 
At Blaine, Violet-green Swallows hatched, June 8. 
Cliff Swallows had 100 nests under construction 
on May 22, and 197 pairs were nesting, June 20; 
the second brood hatched, July 23. Barn Swal- 
lows nested on July 3, and again on July 30 
(LHK). Purple Martins were nesting at Bellevue, 
June 12 (WH); young were out of the nest in 
Seattle the last of June (VC). Two or 3 pairs 
nested at Comox. 

Ravens.—A pair of breeding Common Ravens 
at Blaine seemed to be off-range; young (4) were 
seen, June 8. 

Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens. — Black-capped 
Chickadees had a successful nesting at Seattle; 
young were out of the nest the last of the 
period (VC). At Victoria, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were out of the nest, June 22. The 
new colony of Bushtits about held its own. Bush- 
tits were nesting in NE Seattle, May 16; after 
June 25, flocks of 15-25 were seen (FG). House 
Wrens were nest-building at Victoria, June 1, 
with first young, June 22. Bewick’s Wrens had a 
successful nesting. They were nesting at Belle- 
vue, July 4. Young House Wrens were on the 
wing at Comox, July 9. There was a slight im- 
provement in Bewick’s Wrens. 

Thrushes—Am. Robins were nesting at Seattle, 
May 29. There were 6 nests in an area 80 x 200 
ft. (FG). Most pairs nested twice. The first 
brood at Blaine was on May 24, with the second, 
July 18. At Victoria many pairs raised 3 broods 
(ARD). They were few in numbers at Comox. 
Olive-backed Thrushes (16 pairs) were nesting 
on Mrs. Kline’s place near Blaine, June 9. They 
were at Victoria in goodly numbers, too secretive 
to see the young, and disappeared the third week 
in July. Young Western Bluebirds were on the 
wing, July 19 (ARD). Townsend’s Solitaires were 
at nesting sites in the mountains east of Seattle, 
May 27 (VC). 

Kinglets through Vireos. — Golden-crowned 
Kinglets and Cedar Waxwings were nesting at 
Seattle, June 20 (FG). Two pairs of Cedar Wax- 
wings, with 6 young were seen at Blaine, June 19. 
A flock of 30 was first seen at Victoria, June 2: 
birds were present in good numbers, and had just 
started nesting the first week in August. They 
were down in numbers at Comox. Solitary and 
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Red-eyed Vireos were scarcely to be seen at 
Seattle, but Warbling Vireos nested everywhere 
(VC). The latter were nesting in NE Seattle, 
June 20, and feeding young, June 28 (FG). 
Young Warbling Vireos were flying at Victoria, 
July 17. Solitary Vireos were few in number at 
Comox, and the Warbling were below normal. 

Warblers—Uncommon Black and White Warb- 
lers (4) stayed a week at Camas, 15 miles east of 
Vancouver, Wash., in early June (A. C. and H. F. 
Roberts). Orange-crowned Warblers nested twice 
at Seattle (VC). Four pairs were nesting at 
Blaine, May 19. They were nest-building at Vic- 
toria, June 5, in fair numbers, with young flying, 
July 10. At Comox, Yellow and Black-capped 
Warblers were a little above average; Macgil- 
livray’s and Common Yellowthroats were low. 
The first young Audubon’s Warblers were seen, 
June 13. At Blaine, a pair of Yellow Warblers, 
with 4 young, was seen, May 22; Macgillivray’s 
were nesting, June 8. Yellow Warblers were in 
fair numbers at Victoria, with first young, June 
22. Black-capped Warblers arrived, June 6, but 
very few were seen during the season. Audubon’s 
Warblers were feeding young at Bellevue, June 7. 
Black-throated Gray Warblers were nesting at 
Seattle, May 16 (FG). A Yellow-breasted Chat 
(uncommon in summer) was seen at Bellevue, 
July 4 (WH). 

Meadowlarks and Blackbirds—Western Mea- 
dowlarks were nesting at Blaine, June 1, where a 
flock of 300+ Brewer’s Blackbirds moved in on 
a scourge of grasshoppers. Red-winged Black- 
birds apparently had a good season at Victoria; 
first young were seen, June 22. Nestling Red- 
wings, eyes not yet open, were banded at Comox 
on July 15, and 300+, the majority young birds, 
were seen on July 30. Brewer’s Blackbirds also 
apparently had a good season. They were in 
sizable flocks, July 30 (TP). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows. — Western 
Tanagers were nesting at Blaine, June 9. They 
seemed to be scarce at Victoria. Only 2 Black- 
headed Grosbeaks were heard at Comox; the Eve- 
ning is unknown now. Purple Finches were still 
far below former numbers. Young Purple Finches 
were at a food tray in Seattle in mid-June (VC). 
Other young were being fed, July 3 (FG). Pine 
Siskins were nesting at Blaine, May 22. Young 
Siskins were at food trays in Seattle in mid-June. 
At Victoria they were first seen, June 22. Siskins 
and Am. Goldfinches were plentiful at Victoria 
and Seattle. Red Crossbills were still in flocks in 
Seattle, June 13 (VC and FG). They were heard 
often at Comox, but were not recorded at Camas, 
Wash. Spotted Towhees were very scarce there. 
Savannah Sparrows (hrooksi) were breeding the 
last of May (TP). Young Savannah Sparrows 
were flying at Blaine, May 22, with a second nest- 
ing, June 2. Young Spotted Towhees appeared at 
a food station in Seattle, May 21 (VC). Chipping 
Sparrows were fairly abundant at Victoria; young 
were out of the nest, June 22. White-crowned 
Sparrows seemed to be scarce in most of Seattle, 
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but fairly abundant at Victoria. They were nest- 
ing at Blaine, June 2, with a second nesting, July 
10.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Mu- 
seum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
coastal part of the region has had much more 
morning fog than usual, and the creeks are not 
as dry as they 
were last year. 
That area _ has 
been notably 
cold. Farther in- 
land the drought 
was more  pro- 
nounced. In the 
vicinity of Don- 
ner Pass, mea- 





dows dried out 
early. The ad- 
vanced seasonal 





development was 
absorbed by slow 
growth of plants, 
and nesting of 
birds was. de- 
layed. In some 
places there was 
less vegetation along streams because of the severe 
floods of last winter. Shorebirds were present 
generally in their normal numbers, but near Santa 
Cruz and at some other places they were scarce. 
Nesting land birds were scarce in many places. 
Some species, however, that were lacking or rare 
last year, were abundant. There have been many 
reports of land birds far out of their normal 
range or present in summer in their winter ranges. 
Possibly, these occurrences were dependent on the 
peculiar climatic conditions of the past year. 

Water Birds—On a July 1 boat trip to the 
Farallones, L. Curl saw 5 Black-footed Alba- 
trosses, 2 Pink-footed Shearwaters, and hundreds 
of Sooty Shearwaters. At Dumbarton Bridge 
there were about 100 White Pelicans on July 1 
(Mrs. G. E. Kelly), and about 400 on July 27 
(Mrs. L. Blair). On the afternoon of Aug. 2, 
H. Cogswell saw about 90 in the late afternoon 
flying westward over the Sierran crest and down 
the American River Canyon, apparently on mi- 
gration. 

Geese and Ducks——On June 10, Mrs. G. W. 
Nielsen saw 12 brant on open water off Santa 
Cruz and on July 21 F. G. Evenden saw 2 on a 
mud flat at Moss Landing. Cogswell saw the 
last full-plumaged male Mallard on June 23 at 
Lake Van Norden and the first brood of young 
on July 9 at Boca Reservoir. On June 8 at Sears- 
ville Lake there was a female Ruddy Duck with 
5 downy young (L. Sleeper). A female-plumaged 
Am. Merganser was reported on June 29 at Don- 
ner Lake (J. Michael) and a lone female on 
July 9 at Boca Reservoir (Cogswell). 
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Hawks.—White-tailed Kites have been seen this 
summer at three localities: east of Alviso (Miss 
E. Smith); Old Stage Road, Salinas (Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Anderson); and Tularcitos Creek, 
15 miles SE of Carmel (J. Linsdale). Cogswell 
found Goshawks more frequent in the vicinity of 
Sugar Bowl Lodge than in 1948 or 1950. On 
June 23, 3 miles east of Truckee, he saw an adult 
Swainson’s Hawk with an immature one that may 
have represented an early nesting. This summer 
R. H. Pray found Ospreys at the following places: 
Klamath River, 5 mi. W of U.S. Highway 99; 
Eel River at Williams Grove State Park; 6 mi. S 
of Gualala; and Russian River, 1 mi. S of Dun- 
cans Mills. 

Quail—Cogswell found the Mountain Quail in 
the vicinity of Donner Pass less common than 
in 1948 or 1950. Nearly all observers found 
California Quail nesting more successful than 
usual. 

Shorebirds—Mrs. Kelly saw 7 Ringed Plover 
at Bay Farm Island on July 7. She also saw a 
Hudsonian Curlew there on that date and 4 on 
August 5. L. Curl saw 7 near San Quentin on 
June 10 as well as 12 Long-billed Curlew. 
Evenden saw 6 of the latter species on July 21 
at Moss Landing and there was 1 at Bay Farm 
Island on Aug. 5. At Alviso on July 1 and Aug. 
13 Mrs. Etta Smith saw a Lesser Yellow-legs. 
Mrs. Nielsen saw 2 Wandering Tattlers and 10 
Surf-birds at Santa Cruz on July 30. On July 14 
at Moss Landing there were 3 Ruddy Turnstones 
(Andersons). They also reported 24 Baird’s Sand- 
pipers at Moss Landing on July 19, 22, and 29. 
Curl saw one on July 26 at Albany. At Moss 
Landing on July 28 there were 5 Red Knots and 
on July 19 there were 7 Sanderlings (Andersons). 
On June 20 at Bay Farm Island Mrs. Kelly found 
3 smal! downy Am. Avocets. 

Jaegers—A Pomarine Jaeger was recorded on 
June 21 at Trinidad (R. H. Pray). 

Gulls and Terns——At Moss Landing Heermann’s 
Gulls were present on June 11 and there were 
at least 160 by June 15 (Andersons). Cogswell 
saw an adult Ring-billed Gull at Donner Lake on 
July 21. C. G. Sibley saw a kittiwake offshore 
at Malpaso Creek below Point Lobos on June 4. 
On June 7 a partly oil-soaked Sabine’s Gull was 
at Palm Beach near the mouth of the Pajaro 
River (W. B. Minturn). The Andersons found 
2 Least Tern nests, with 2 eggs each near Moss 
Landing on July 11 where there had been up to 
12 adults. On July 29 they saw up to 25 at the 
mouth of the Pajaro River. 

Non-passerine Land Birds——A_ Yellow - billed 
Cuckoo nest near the old Fish Hatchery at Mount 
Shasta had 1 egg on July 13 (Nielsen). In a va- 
cant lot in San Jose, M. L. Seibert found a Bur- 
rowing Owl nest which produced 4 or 5 young. 
On July 24 at Alum Rock Park White-throated 
Swifts were feeding nestlings (Seibert). A fe- 
male Allen’s Hummingbird at Mt. Hermon was 
collecting nest material on June 17 and 22 (Mrs. 
Boylan). Cogswell on July 2 saw a Calliope 


Hummingbird carrying nest material at Sugar 
Bow] Lodge; the last male was seen on the same 
date. At least 1 female was still present there 
on July 31. 

Flycatchers through Nuthatches—Mrs. Neilsen 
saw a stray Eastern Kingbird at a lagoon in Santa 
Cruz on July 30. On July 3 at Lake Van Norden 
2 Violet-green Swallows were above their summer 
range (Cogswell). Purple Martins were observed 
in at least 6 locations in Santa Clara and Santa 
Cruz Counties in June. On June 17 Curl and 
8 other observers saw 5 Chestnut-backed Chick- 
adees at Calaveras Big Trees State Park, a loca- 
tion far outside the known range of the bird. On 
June 9, at Searsville Lake, Miss E. Smith saw 
Bushtits feeding nestlings. Cogswell detected up- 
mountain movement of White-breasted Nuthatches 
after July 30 in the vicinity of Sugar Bowl Lodge. 
On July 14 and 15 at the Samuel Taylor State 
Park west of San Rafael Curl saw several flocks 
of Pygmy Nuthatches. 

Kinglets, Warblers—Golden - crowned Kinglets 
were singing on June 26 in Butano Canyon and 
on Butano Ridge, San Mateo Co. (E. Smith). 
M. F. Vessel reported that he saw 3 Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets and heard their call notes and song in 
Alum Rock Canyon on July 24 and 26. Seibert 
discovered 2 male Audubon’s Warblers in full song 
on a pine-covered ridge 8 miles east of Madrone 
on June 18. 

Cowbirds.—Reports of Brown-headed Cowbirds 
in June and July came from at least 14 !ucations, 
a large proportion of them outside the known 
range. Observations by Pray and others indicate 
a great increase in this species in 1950. Records 
extend upward in the Sierra Nevada to Lake Van 
Norden, 6770 ft. (Cogswell), in the coastal area 
to the Klamath River, and northeastward to north- 
ern Modoc County (Pray). 

Finches and Sparrows—-Cogswell found more 
Pine Siskins near Sugar Bowl Lodge than in pre- 
vious summers. On Aug. 4 near Plymouth, Am- 
ador Co., Evenden saw Lawrence’s Goldfinch. 
Red Crossbills, present through June and July at 
Mt. Hermon, Santa Cruz Co., apparently nested 
(L. Miller and E. Smith). From Sugar Bowl 
Lodge to Donner Pass these birds were present 
more regularly than in other tecent years (Cogs- 
well). Curl reported a Fox Sparrow seen in El 
Cerrito on San Francisco Bay on July 19.—JEAN 
M. LINSDALE, Hastings Reservation, Jamesburg 
Route, Robles del Rio, Calif. 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Lack 
of moisture continues to dominate the weather 
picture in southern California. Already serious 
drought conditions have been intensified by the 
normal summer dry season, and now Lake Hen- 
shaw in San Diego County has been added to the 
growing list of completely dry lakes. Lake 
Hodges, also in San Diego County, and Big 
Bear Lake in San Bernardino County, are just 
fractions of their normal size. 
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Several late 
rains in April 
and early May 
prolonged the 
spring growing 
season some- 
what, and kept 
the fire danger 
index down un- 
til the end of 
July. August 
“16 EY aie brought a_ se- 
ries of small 
fires in the San 
Gabriel and 
San Bernardino Mountains with only’ one 
moderately large burn occurring in the Lake Ar- 
rowhead region. Needless to say, many thousand 
acres of good nesting territory are destroyed each 
summer in this manner, often remaining useless 
for a number of years before regrowth enables 
reestablishment of some sort of bird population. 

A tropical storm off San Diego at the end of 
August brought very small amounts of rain to 
the coastal areas. Temperatures in the higher 
mountains of San Diego County were the highest 
on record, but in other respects the summer 
weather was quite normal. 

Water Birds—This has been an unusually rich 
season for some rare and interesting species which 
breed far south of the Mexican border, although 
there seem to have been no climatic upheavals 
which could account for their appearance in this 
region. The skipper of a fishing boat out of 
Newport (fide J. H. Comby) reported seeing an 
unusual bird in the Catalina Channel on Aug. 26 
whose description perfectly fits that of a Red- 
billed Tropic-bird (Phaéthon aethereus), a rare 
vagrant from southern waters. Another rare 
southern visitant, the Man-o’-war-bird, was studied 
at close range in Upper Newport Bay, Orange 
Co., on July 12 (Bill Hawkins). Its visit in this 
area was apparently short-lived, however, since 
the locality was searched carefully on following 
days by several observers without success. 

A third extremely rare southern visitor, the 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, was successfully 
photographed in a backyard near Venice, Los 
Angeles Co., during the last week of June. This 
is the first bona-fide record of this species for the 
State. 

After several years’ near-absence from coastal 
California, the Wood Ibis again appeared in more 
normal numbers with 66 post-breeding wanderers 
counted in the Carlsbad-Oceanside area, San 
Diego Co., on July 22 (RLP). The same num- 
ber were still present on Aug. 14. 

An immature Roseate Spoonbill, still another 
sporadic visitor to this area, was positively identi- 
fied on June 23 by John Parrish (fide William 
Anderson) in a shallow pond at the State Hazard 
Area, near Salton Sea Nat’l. Wildlife Refuge, Im- 
perial Co. On June 12, Anderson discovered and 
showed to others an adult Black-bellied Tree-duck 
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in company with 28 Fulvous Tree-ducks, one mile 
from Calipatria, Imperial Co. This bird is re- 
garded as an extremely rare vagrant, or pioneer, 
from the south and there is but one previous au- 
thentic instance of occurrence in the State: a bird 
taken in the same general area in the fall of 1912. 
Anderson also reported a pair of Fulvous Tree- 
ducks with 10 downy young on his lawn at im- 
perial State Refuge, Imperial Co., June 25. 

Brown Pelicans, which normally nest on the 
islands off southern California in spring, were 
still present along the Los Angeles County coast 
during late April and May in numbers from 30 
to 150 (Howard Cogswell, Small). Small num- 
bers of Sooty Shearwaters (25-35), Pink-footed 
Shearwaters (5-6) and Fulmars (6) were reported 
in the Catalina Channel during July and August 
(Comby, et al.), but the large post-breeding flocks 
of these birds have not yet materialized. Ejigh- 
teen Black Petrels were noted 8 miles southeast 
of Catalina Island, July 15 (Small). <A small 
group of Surf Scoters, apparently lingering 
through the summer, was observed on July 14 
and 29 just north of Laguna Beach, Orange Co. 
(Eds.). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A \ate brood of 
4 small Snowy Plover chicks was found at Buena 
Vista Lagoon, Carlsbad, Aug. 22 (Eleanor Beem- 
er). Black-necked Stilts, previously a common 
breeding bird in the marshes around Bolsa Chica. 
Orange Co., were reduced to only a few nesting 
pairs this year, although they continue as a com- 
mon breeder at the Salton Sea. Summer rec- 
ords of Glaucous-winged Gulls along the coast 


include single birds on July 4, July 29 and 
Aug. 14 (Eds.). 
Anderson concluded a_ successful survey of 


nesting Laughing Gulls at the Salton Sea and 
definitely established the location of five nests 
with 1 to 3 eggs in each. He estimated the total 
population at from 16 to 20 individuals. 

On July 29 the editors were fortunate to find 
an adult Franklin’s Gull in full breeding plumage 
at Santa Margarita Inlet, San Diego County. The 
bird was studied at close range and at leisure, 
both on the water and flying, and all field marks 
were noted. 


Suitable breeding areas for Least Terns have 
been severely encroached upon by human pleasure 
seekers resulting in the complete loss of the 
nesting site at Playa del Rey and at least partial 
destruction of other choice sites. 


The outstanding ornithological event of recent 
years is the marked influx of post-breeding 
Elegant Terns to this region. These beautiful 
terns nest on scattered islands in the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia, and occasionally individuals wander in 
late summer as far north as San Francisco Bay: 
but never before has there been such an invasion 
as this. In 1950, a few individuals were first dis- 
covered in late August and a peak number of 
48 birds at Playa del Rey, Los Angeles Co., in 
early September was considered to be unprece- 
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dented. This year, the first birds appeared at 
Bolsa Chica and Santa Margarita Inlet, July 29, 
and 18 were counted at Playa del Rey on Aug. 5. 
During the following two weeks, they increased 
rapidly and steadily, reaching the truly astound- 
ing number of 1100 at Playa del Rey on Aug. 20. 
Flocks of 97 to 224 were recorded on various 
dates in August at Bolsa Chica, Santa Margarita 
and at a point on the coast 5 miles north of 
Ventura in Ventura County. Reduced numbers 
of them were still present on the first of Septem- 
ber. The birds tend to congregate in close, noisy 
flocks which include many adults with a notice- 
able rosy bloom and some young of the year. A 
good bit of residual nesting activity could be 
observed in many individuals, including strutting, 
begging and subsequent feeding of young. 

Hawks, Grouse, Owls.—E. Z. Rett located 8 
White-tailed Kites near the Santa Ynez River, 
Santa Barbara Co., April 1. A pair of these birds 
began nest-building in April at the San Gabriel 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Los Angeles Co., and at least 
one young bird was successfully raised in the 
same general territory where adults with young 
were seen last year (Alma Stultz). A pair was 
also observed by Comby through the summer near 
La Mirada. A Marsh Hawk was found to be 
nesting in a small ravine close to a well-traveled 
highway in Palos Verdes, Los Angeles Co., and 
both young apparently were raised successfully 
(R. N. Shuart). A Sooty Grouse, presumably 
of the Mt. Pinos race, was seen, July 1, on this 
mountain, at the extreme southern outpost of its 
normal range (Herbert Clarke, Henry Isham). 
The seldom-seen Flammulated Owl was _ heard 
calling quite clearly, and for a considerable length 
of time, near the summit of Mt. Pinos, June 30 
(Eds.). Cogswell reported that a Spotted Owl 
was still present (as last year) at 4800 ft. on 
the north side of Sunset Peak in the San Gabriel 
Mts., and was heard calling on April 2, 24 and 25. 

Land Birds (general).—Cecelia Foulks _re- 
ported many more song birds, quail and Mourn- 
ing Doves than in other years in her area around 
Mecca, Riverside Co., apparently due to new hunt- 
ing restrictions and the fact that more water and 
food have been available. Otherwise, it is diffi- 
cult to draw general conclusions on land-bird 
nesting as birds are relatively quiet after June 
and amateur observers are generally reluctant to 
go afield during the hot, dry season. 


Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds.—At least 
one nest of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo was discov- 
ered during May in SGWS (Stultz). A Poor-wil! 
was flushed from 2 eggs on the ground, May 31. 
near Camp Baldy, San Gabriel Mts., and was 
brooding 2 small downy young, June 12 (Cogs- 
well). A newly-hatched Anna’s Hummingbird 
was brought into the Los Angeles County Mu- 
seum, Feb. 27 (Kenneth Stager). 

Flycatchers, Nuthatches—Three young Western 
Flycatchers were ready to leave a nest on a porch 
ledge near Whittier, June 25 (Comby). A pair 
of Vermilion Flycatchers with 3 young was con- 
tinuously observed through August at the Hospital! 
Grounds in Mecca (F). Two of the wintering 
White-breasted Nuthatches at SGWS remained 
to start nesting activities, but apparently unsuc- 
cessfully (Stultz). Nesting of nuthatches in this 
type of riparian woodland at such a low eleva- 
tion would be most uncommon. Cogswell reported 
the probable breeding of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
in the San Gabriel Mts. this year, where the 
species is not known definitely to have nested 
previously. 

Robins, Chats, Blackbirds—Am. Robins con- 
tinue to nest in increasing numbers in the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area, and have drawn con- 
siderable attention from newspapers and _ the 
public. Yellow-breasted Chats were much more 
numerous in SGWS this year (Stultz). A large 
nesting colony (at least several hundred) of Tri- 
colored Blackbirds was found at Rancho Cielito, 
near Chino, Riverside Co., in late April. An esti- 
mated 1000 pairs nested here in 1943 (Cogswell). 

Finches—A survey of singing male Cardinals 
in the Rio Hondo and San Gabriel River bottoms 
in late spring revealed an estimated 100 birds. 
Cardinals were introduced in this area in the 
early 1900’s, but in the ensuing years they have 
remained localized, although increasing slightly in 
numbers. Blue Grosbeaks had a good year in at 
least two areas of Los Angeles County. Stultz 
reported them nesting close to the headquarters of 
SGWS, and generally in good numbers throughout 
the Sanctuary. W. Dan Quattlebaum concluded 
from repeated observations that at least two pairs 
nested successfully in the Los Angeles Arboretum. 
Eight Pine Siskins were noted on the Museum 
Grounds in Santa Barbara, April 23 (Rett).— 
Ropert L. Pye, 1143 21st St., Santa Monica, 
Calif., and ARNOLD SMALL. 


CHRISTMAS COUNT FORMS have been mailed to compliers of 
last year’s counts and others interested. Anyone planning to 
be a recorder for this year’s count who has not received the 


form, kindly write for one to Audubon Field Notes 


1000 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N. Y. 
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CHANGES IN 


It is with deep regret that we announce the 
resignation of our Editor, Dr. John W. Aldrich. 
Due to the pressure of increased responsibilities 
in connection with his position as Chief of the 
Section of Distribution of Birds and Mammals, 
Branch of Wildlife Research, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Dr. Aldrich has found it neces- 
sary to resign as Editor of Audubon Field Notes. 
In his five years at the helm, the field observer 
programs of the National Audubon Society and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service have been inte- 


The editors announce with very real regret 
the resignation of two of our most experienced 
regional editors, Professor George G. Williams 
and Mr. Harold Mayfield. These gentlemen, who 
have served in their present capacity for ten and 
nine years, respectively, are widely known as au- 
thorities on the birds of their regions. Professor 
Williams’ last report for the South Texas Region 
appeared in the August issue, and Mr. Mayfield’s 
last Middlewestern Prairie report is published 
in this issue. 

We have been very fortunate in securing the 
services of two other men, who are particularly 


EDITORSHIP 


grated, and coverage has been greatly expanded 
to include the whole of the United States and 
southern Canada, 

Chandler S. Robbins, who is in charge of the 
Bird Distribution and Migration files of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service at the Patuxent Research 
Refuge, Laurel, Maryland, has been appointed as 
the new Editor. Mr. Robbins is a biologist on 
Dr. Aldrich’s staff, and the same close coopera- 
tion will continue between the National Audubon 
Society and the Fish and Wildlife Service. 


well qualified to take over the editing for these 
two regions. The names of both are familiar to 
Audubon Field Notes readers, as they are top- 
notch field observers and have a thorough knowl- 
edge of their areas. 

Luther Goldman, Refuge Manager of the famed 
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, P. O. 
Box 739, San Benito, Texas, assumes editor- 
ship of the South Texas Region in this issue; and 
Val Nolan, Jr., law professor at the University 
of Indiana, and residing at 806 South Henderson 
Street, Bloomingdale, Indiana, will prepare the 
next report for the Middlewestern Prairie Region. 


MEET OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Harold Ford Mayfield has served as regional 
editor for the Middlewestern Prairie Region (and 
its predecessors the Ohio Region and the Ohio- 
Michigan Region) since 1942. 

By occupation he is a personnel di- 
rector. He has been in this field for 
sixteen years, and at the present time 
is Assistant Director of Industrial Re- 
lations for Owens-Illinois Glass Com- 
pany. This company has about thirty 
factories from coast to coast, and Mr. 
Mayfield’s business travels have given 
him an opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with the birds in various parts 
of the country. 
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He is a full member of the American Ornithol- 
ogists’ Union, and for the past three years has 
served as secretary of the Wilson Ornithological 
Club. 


He is a past president of the Toledo Na- 
turalists’ Association, 

For a number of years Mr. Mayfield 
has been associated with Dr. Josselyn 
Van Tyne in a life history study of the 
Kirtland’s Warbler. 

Mr. Mayfield has proved himself 
most cooperative, and particularly help- 
ful in handling various notes and in- 
guiries which have come in from his 
region now and again. We shall be 
sorry not to have the privilege of work- 
ing with him. 
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Autobiographical Note on George G. Williams 


[ am a native Texan and, like all Texans, am 
careful not to conceal the fact. It is a topic on 
which we are universally regarded as quite in- 
sufferable. Though I was brought up on a small 
ranch in western Texas, Houston has 
been my headquarters since I was six- 
teen. 

I had my schooling in Houston, and 
went to college at the Rice Institute. 
I went to New York University to do 
graduate work and to teach, but re- 
turned to Rice in 1928, and have 
been teaching there ever since. My 
official title is Associate Professor of 
English. In 1930 I married a girl whose 
last name was also Williams—Marian 
Williams. We have two boys. Stephen, 
the fifteen-year-old, has become an ex- 
pert in local ornithological matters, 
and helps me a great deal. 

Besides the usual articles in scholarly journals, 
I have written two college textbooks on writing. 
My first novel, The Blind Bull, is to be published 
next spring. Its chief locale is the Texas coastal 
country where most of my bird work has been 
done. 

I began to get seriously interested in birds 
about 20 years ago. But I soon found that “you 
meet such nice people” when you are a bird lover 
that I got even more interested in ornithologists 
than in ornithology. Birds have brought me some 
of the most delightful and enriching personal as- 
sociations that any man ever had. 

Besides knowing these people, the things in the 
world of ornithology of which I am most proud 
are the following: establishing the little journal 
The Gulf Coast Migrant, which has brought so 
many ornithologists together, has contributed im- 








CHRISTMAS COUNT DATES 
December 22 — December 30, 1951 


(deadline for copy, January 14) 


mensely to ornithological knowledge in Texas, 
and has been published regularly for 15 years; 
writing a regular seasonal column during the last 
ten years for the Audubon Magazine and Audubon 
Field Notes; starting investigations as 
to whether the main spring migration 
of birds occurs across the Gulf of 
Mexico or around it; giving a new ex- 
planation of the so-called “coastal 
hiatus” in the spring migrations of our 
Southern States; being one of several 
students (Messrs. Bagg, Gunn, and 
Robbins are the others) who indepen- 
dently, and at about the same time, re- 
asserted the vital importance of weather 
as a factor in migration; and reporting 
three new birds for Texas (Pomarine 
Jaeger, Curlew Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper) and one for North America 
(Red-footed Cormorant). I was instru- 
mental in establishing the Museum of Natural 
History of Houston, was the first President of its 
Board of Trustees, and am still a member of the 
Board. 

The pressure of seeing the novel through pub- 
lication, of preparing a new edition of one of my 
books, and of seeing that the two boys get a 
proper education has at last forced me to turn 
over my regular column in Audubon Field Notes 
to other hands. Only selfishness and self-indul- 
gence has made me keep the column this long. 
For some time I have not been able to give it as 
much work as it deserves; but I enjoyed it, and 
have kept holding on. My conscience won't let 
me hold on any longer. If all the people who have 
helped me so loyally and so well will help Luth- 
ern Goldman in the same way, South Texas 
will have the finest section in the Field Notes. 
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IS 


REAL NEWS! 





. 


The National Audubon Society announces the publication of The 
Whooping Crane by Robert P. Allen, a 250-page book which tells 
the dramatic story that has aroused the sympathy of a continent— 
a species fighting against great odds for survival. 


For four years Bob Allen lived with the 
cranes and accumulated a great store of 
knowledge about their colorful habits and 
habitats. This information is published for 
the first time in The Whooping Crane, 
which will make it one of the most impor- 
tant conservation books of our time—a 
significant contribution to the cooperative 
endeavor by the National Audubon Society 


Send your 
order today! > 


Please send me: 


Service Department 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


and the Fish and Wildlife Service to save 
America’s second rarest bird. 

A limited edition of this book is being 
printed. Because every ornithologist and 
conservationist will want a copy, be sure to 
send your order at once in order to avoid 
disappointment. 

Size 8” x 1014”, 48 line drawings, 16 
photographs, 1 color plate, 250 pp. 


copies THE WHOOPING CRANE (Research Report No. 3 


$3.00 each. 


copies The Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Research Report No. 1 


$2.50 each. 
copies The Roseate Spoonbill (Research Report No. 2), $2.5 


each, 


I enclose $....... 


Name 


... in full payment. 
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